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From the Editor                           

“The world as we have created it is a process of our 

thinking. It cannot be changes without changing our 

thinking.” – Albert Einstein 

I firmly believe in this quote and it is so relevant in present 

times when the education system is going through a roller coaster. 

Education is the major deciding factor of country’s growth therefore; it is the duty of 

every citizen to build a strong base in education. Over the past few years, country has 

seen tremendous change in the adaption of technology, which is a great sign of 

country’s development in education sector. 

Technology in particular has given beautiful wings to the reforms in education. The 

booming demand of AI and rise of digitalization in education has seen tremendous 

improvement in adoption and acceptance by institutions. While the digitalization is at 

the verge of stabilization in most of the institutions, AI is still emerging. Digitalization 

has become necessity, but AI is still an option with increased focus on life skills and 

employability, institutions have seen and surge in enrolment of new subjects like 

robotics and 3D printing. This is the beginning of “Change in thinking”!!! 

In this edition of Education India, the cover story published is the most trending 

segment of the education sector i.e. Artificial Intelligence in education. Introduction of 

AI is proof of “Education has no limit”. The cover story will cover “how AI is being 

introduced in developed country” and the challenges of AI in education.   

Apart from AI in education, Education India has come up with a special coverage of 

“Experiential Learning. Special Coverage talks about the role of Experiential Learning 

taking over the traditional approach of teaching. It also covers the initiative taken by 

government to promote Experiential Learning in education.  

This Issue also covers the thoughts and opinions of the top educationists, who have 

great expertise in the education sector as well as have explored, initiated and tried 

implementing their ideas to transform the way of learning. 

Another section of the Issue also covers all latest updates and technological 

developments from different parts of the world, which helps our readers to remain 

abreast about all key developments in India and globally. 

I wish you a happy and interesting reading!! 

Follow 

www.eldrok.com 
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Why Schools are going for Online Assessments? 

Internet has evolved a lot since 1995. Now-a-days everything can be 

searched online. Not only that, today with the help of internet, one 

can connect to anyone around the globe without any difficulty. So 

why not use this opportunity to use assessments online!  

It’s been seen that recently schools are opting to use online 

assessments. It is an achievement for the psychologists of this age to 

be able to use this technology to benefit them as well as others. 

  

Why Online Assessments Are the Best? 

Online Mode: Not only will it save paper, it also rules out 

disadvantages like maintenance of the responses, time and energy-

consuming correction process and its vulnerability to get ruined. 

Accessibility: The online mode requires only a login ID and password 

and thus can be easily administered from the comforts of home or 

conducted by the school as per their convenience.  

Saves Time: The test has a time limit. The student can complete a 

single level of test in just two hours. Most tests take almost 4 hours 

just to complete one set of a long series of tests. 

Electronic Report: The analysis can be immediately accessed after completion of the test- complete with results, graphical 

representations and recommendations. Also, the automatic generation by the software ensures that there are no human errors 

in compiling the report. 

Reduces Anxiety: The interactive structure makes it a lot less stressful unlike other assessments taken under exam-like 

conditions. This ensures that the anxiety to perform well does not confound the accuracy of the performance. 

Easy Administration: The whole series of tests are easy to administer and easy to appear for. The demonstration and precise 

instructions at every point ensures that the assesse is clear about the whole process and puts their best foot forward. 

 

Are these Reliable Online Psychometric Tests Ready? 

Realising that online psychometric testing is the need of the hour, BRAINWONDERS has stepped up to cater to this void. Mr. 

Manish Naidu, the founder of BRAINWONDERS, started BRAINWONDERS in 2011 and has years of expertise in counselling and 

assessments. In these years, Mr Manish Naidu and his team across 108+ centres has worked diligently and affiliated with 405+ 

schools Pan India to create awareness of career assessments. Now, as the need and accessibility and affordability of the internet 

has increased, Mr. Manish Naidu decided to venture into the online market and use online assessments.   

The BRAINWONDERS online assessment series have been researched, designed & constructed to address this need and supports 

students, parents, teachers, principals and management to enable the students to accurately identify and to make the best of 

their skills. 

Ultimate Goal of BRAINWONDERS online Psychometric Tests: 

Mapping the student’s profile with age: The test has several levels structured to tap into the child’s progress from standard first 

to standard tenth. Each ‘level’ caters to a particular age group and the continuous levels are designed to study the academic 

development, inclination of student. This tracks the constant as well as the changing factors in the child’s skills, interests and 

traits. This would also shed light on their environmental factors, socio-emotional grooming and self-perception. 

 

Different aspects are tested: The well-rounded design ensures that four facets- Aptitude, Interest, Personality and IQ are 

assessed for the complete and efficient analysis.  

● Aptitude Series: The test measures the ability and learning proficiency across the 6 domains of Abstraction, 

Arithmetic, Language, Mechanical Reasoning, Spatial Ability and Speed and Accuracy to understand the areas 

of strengths and concerns of the student.  
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Why Schools are going for Online Assessments? 

● Interest Inventory: The test is based on Holland's occupational interest theory and explores the fields that 

students will enjoy as a professional. 

● Personality Test: The qualities and characteristics of an individual are discussed to improve self-awareness and 

work on constructively groom their thought process and behaviour in varying environments.   

● Intelligence Quotient (only higher age groups): An IQ test assesses the overall competence of the student 

with respect to their age and academic training. 

 

These results facilitate the student to minutely understand their profile to arrive at an informed decision. Interest, Aptitude, 

Personality and IQ all go hand in hand. If a student shows interest in a specific area but lacks the aptitude or the personality, it 

will not be appropriate for him to pursue that career path. In-order to pursue the right career path, students must have equal 

amounts of interest, aptitude and personality supported by their IQ. 

Dashboard System: Every student and the parent get their unique ‘Dashboard’ which was developed to provide the students, 

parents and teachers to mark, track and follow the progress. In fact, the school administration can also understand the academic 

patterns and trends prevalent in their school.  

Expert Counselling: The students can choose to further reflect and seek further guidance from the connected counsellor with 

the help of the available report and recommendations. 

Thus, the online test series aims to comprehensively address the issues faced by students when it comes to their career 

selection, subject selection, understand their skills and behaviour and prepare for a professional organisational life.  

 

Online Tests: The future of Psychometric Testing is here! 

BRAINWONDERS is the only organization in India that provides U.S patented DMIT test (7406186). They provide well-rounded 

services for quantitative and qualitative enhancement of the individual. They have revolutionized the concept of Education and 

Career Counselling through DMIT i.e. Dermatoglyphics Multiple Intelligence Test. DMIT test shows the person’s innate qualities, 

personality, learning styles etc. using the genetically unique fingerprints.   

BRAINWONDERS has been the recipient of several awards including Best Student Counselling (Indian National Award, 2012), 

Best Student Counselling (4th Indian School Merit Awards, 2016), Outstanding Contribution to Educational Counselling 

(Maharashtra Merit Awards, 2017), Best Student Counselling (5th Indian School Merit Awards, 2017) and Best in Educational 

Guidance (North School Merit Awards, 2018) for their contribution towards educational counselling. A lot of reputed schools and 

colleges and other organizations appreciatively recommend bot DMIT and Psychometric Assessment by BRAINWONDERS- a 

confluence of both ‘nature’ and ‘nurture’ development of the student. 

 

“In the Game of Life- there are no guarantees.” 

Thus, the BRAINWONDERS team aimed to identify the growing need for a comprehensive assessment framework for students of 

various age groups. “Keeping in mind the child’s overall development, we have constructed a series of time-tested assessments” 

says Mr. Manish Naidu.  

 

BRAINWONDERS online Psychometric Testing, Genetic Intelligence Testing and Counselling Interventions is finding more and 

more leverage from all over the country. After all, every parent wants the best for their child and wants their child to excel in the 

career path that they choose. Leaders can be born from all walks of life. Thus taking online assessment test can help the children 

understand their potentials, inner ability aptitude intersects. With the help of online assessments and proper guidance from the 

teachers and parents, the student will fly high in any career that they choose! 
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Education Briefs 

National Education Policy need some relook, says science academies: 
According to some education experts, the 

drafted National Education Policy (NEP) 

contains many comprehended suggestions, 

but it also has some radical changes that may 

spoil the fabric of education system. Our 

country is facing many other education 

problems like outdated syllabus, poor 

infrastructure and poorly trained education 

staff, these major issues are big concern for 

the school education. “An alternative 

approach could be to add novel elements to 

strengthen existing diverse academic 

structures that have evolved organically, in 

some cases over a century, while adapting to 

the diversity and region-specific realities of 

the Indian education eco-system, the 

academies said. Three chief science 

academies in the country — Indian National 

Science Academy (New Delhi), Indian 

Academy of Sciences (Bengaluru) and 

National Academy of Sciences, India 

(Allahabad) are in favour of making some 

radical change in the National Education 

Policy that may improve the school 

education system. 

 

 

CollegeDekho Buys SFS to Expand College Counselling and Study Abroad Services: 

Gurugram-based EdTech start-up 

CollegeDekho has acquired Delhi-based 

overseas admission consulting firm 

Scholarship Facilitation Services (SFS) for an 

undisclosed amount. CollegeDekho provides 

information related to colleges, entrance 

exams, scholarships, etc. In 2017, it started a 

study abroad business where it provides 

counselling for students who want to study in 

countries like Canada, Germany and Russia. 

Founded in 2012, SFS offers visa assistance 

and tutoring for tests including the SAT, ACT 

and GRE. “With this acquisition, we get the 

bandwidth for a much larger geographical 

coverage internationally. CollegeDekho’s 

technology will help in expanding the 

product portfolio, thus catering to a wider 

audience,” said Ruchir Arora, Co-Founder 

and CEO, CollegeDekho. With this 

acquisition, CollegeDekho wants to expand 

its services across many other countries to 

help and provide counselling to students who 

are looking to study in the US, Europe, and 

Southeast Asian countries. The combined 

companies want to grow the number of 

satellite test prep and counselling centres to 

over 25 by next year. Through this 

acquisition, CollegeDekho and SFS aims to 

broaden their students counselling services 

to help a larger population of students go 

abroad and also aim to increase their test 

preparation and counselling centres to over 

25 by 2020. 

  

 

Rajasthan Education to get a boost after allocation of ₹1,581 crore in budget:
Rajasthan government has sanctioned Rs 

1,581 crore under the Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan School Infrastructure Scheme. 

The sanctioned budget will be utilized to 

build over 14,000 classrooms, laboratories 

and libraries. 83 old buildings will be 

renovated and 23 new buildings will be built. 

Many schools were closed under the 

previous government administration, but 

now the committee has received reopening 

proposals from 1,511 secondary schools and 

1,324 primary schools. “Baal Sabhas had led 

to the effective participation of local 

communities in the management of schools 

and helped bring qualitative improvement to 

school education, besides enhancing the 

creativity of students”, said Council’s Deputy 

Director Manaram Jakhar. Now, the 

education department has allowed the 

students to enroll from open school and 

appear for the examination in Rajasthani 

language.

Skill based education gives security and satisfaction to students, says Mr. Tawde:
In today’s world, schools are focusing more 

on skill based education rather than theory 

based education. Theory exams are being 

replaced by skill based exams and practical 

examinations. Skill based education gives a 

feeling of satisfaction to students unlike 

conventional education. For example, a 

travel agent who is an expert in travel 

arrangements is in huge demand and it’s only 

because of the skill he possesses. “It is the 

skills that a student acquires during his 

education which is more important than a 

mere degree,” said, Vinod Tawde, Higher and 

Technical Education Minister of Maharashtra. 

Mr. Tawde was addressing students at 

Symbiosis Skills & Open University in an 

Induction program. SB Mujumdar, the 

Chancellor, Swati Mujumdar, the pro-

chancellor and Charudatta Pathak, the vice 

chancellor of Symbiosis Skills & Open 

University were also present at the program. 
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Education Briefs 

Mandatory for schools to report all cases of short attendance to CBSE board to take final call: 
CBSE has issued a notice to all the affiliated 

schools, about all the cases of low 

attendance of students with supporting 

documents. According to the bye-laws, the 

final call is taken by the board for the same. 

Rule 13 of the Examination Bye-laws states 

the requirement of attendance for a student 

to be eligible for appearing in CBSE Class X & 

Class XII examinations while rule 14 of 

Examinations Bye-laws specifies that 

minimum 75% attendance is required for 

students to be eligible to appear in board 

exams. It has been observed by the board 

that these issued circulars are not taken 

seriously by students as well as by parents. In 

order to deal with this problem, the board 

has prepared SOPs. Schools have been 

requested to report the attendance with 

the report of the circumstances under 

which a long leave is permitted from a 

school. Every academic session, schools 

will have to compile the attendance date 

up to January 1 and identify cases of short 

attendance. There are few cases where 

students can have long leaves such as 

illness, any other family issue, etc. This action 

of CBSE will help students to take their 

studies and board exams seriously. 

.

 

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has been Setup to Create Scientific Temper among School Students:

In today’s scenario, schools are getting 

encouragement from the government to 

promote science and technology to students, 

which would help students to develop 

futuristic skills. To promote this, the 

government has set up the Atal Innovation 

Mission (AIM) at NITI Aayog. This will help to 

create scientific temperament among 

students. This would develop curiosity, 

creativity and imagination and would nurture 

young minds. A total of 8,878 schools have 

been selected by the government and 3,020 

schools have been given the Atal Innovation 

Mission (ATL) grant in aid for the 

establishment of Atal Innovation Mission 

(ATL). As on date, 44 schools across the state 

of Bihar have made ATLs operational. The 

above information was given by Mr. Ramesh 

Pokhriyal, the Union Minister for Human 

Resource Development. 

 

A Kabaddi fest that seeks to integrate sport into education:
Ludlow Castle Sports Complex in New Delhi 

hosted a Kabaddi Fest that was organized by 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 16 

teams participated in the event, 8 teams of 

boys and 8 teams of girls from Delhi NCR. The 

aim of the Kabaddi Fest was to promote 

schools towards making sports as an integral 

part of school education.” We need to look 

at school sports with the lens of education. 

Sports should be an integral part of the 

school curriculum for children. We are 

looking at creating new opportunities for the 

children across the country by integrating 

sports and education towards realising the 

dream of Samagra Shiksha and the vision of 

making ‘300 million children playing 60 

minutes daily,” said, Deep Mukherjee, CEO, 

CII National Committee of Sports & Head of 

Sports Development, Star India. This initiative 

aims to make 300 million students play for 60 

minutes every day, this will improve the 

physical and mental health of the students. 

 

Amazon plans to enter edtech with launch of Test Prep App:

Amazon has entered Indian EdTech market 

by launching their test preparation app. The 

app will have IIT JEE exam preparation 

samples. By entering education sector in 

Indian market, Amazon will capture a huge 

market because of the potential of education 

sector in India. Currently, the app is available 

in beta version, which would provide free 

mock tests to students to prepare for 

engineering tests like IIT JEE. Students can 

login to the app with their Amazon username 

and can set their target year and coaching 

institute they have enrolled in. Students can 

compare their score with other examiners, 

which would help them to identify their weak 

and strong areas. Although, it would be 

difficult for Amazon to compete with 

unicorns like Byju’s, Unacademy and Toppr 

but, with the help of brand value and quality 

product, Amazon can make a huge impact on 

the India education market. 
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Education Briefs 

Doubtbox offers ‘affordable’ learning model to school students:

Doubtbox Edutainment Launched its latest 

product- Doubtbox- a learning platform that 

uses multiple intelligence to provide a 

different learning experience, for the 

students of class 1-12 at a very affordable 

price. “The learning methodology adopted by 

Doubtbox has been formulated by eminent 

academicians from IITs and IIMs”, says 

Ranjith Balan, Founder CEO. Doubtbox 

provides around 8,000 animated topics of 

class 1-12 from CBSE as well as ICSE syllabus. 

Also, it provides around 1.25 lakh questions, 

that covers the entire syllabus in its 

assessment module. Students and parents 

have the choice of selecting the teacher of 

their choice according to teacher’s 

qualification, location and experience. 

Doubtbox has its educational products such 

as pen drives, tablets and SD cards. Also, it 

provides ‘Live Teacher Module’ which is a 

pay-as-you-use model. To use this module 

internet connection is required. Doubtbox 

aims to provide a positive educational 

environment with its educational products at 

a very affordable price. 

Education policy will make India global hub, says Vice President, Venkaiah Naidu:  
The new National Education Policy will 

transform the education market in India. The 

policy will bring holistic and value-based 

education that would help the Indian 

economy to lay a strong foundation on the 

growing generation. The Vice President said, 

“These are the critical times for the country 

and there is a need for having a fresh look at 

the education system. I have been 

consistently advocating the need for 

revamping the education system to not only 

make our universities world-class but 

to make India a knowledge hub”. 

While addressing, he urged the 

public to give their opinions and 

ideas on the drafted NEP (National 

Education Policy) latest by August 15. 

Taking suggestions from the public 

would help the government to 

understand the exact shortfall in the 

National Education Policy and do the 

amendments accordingly. 

 

Maharashtra government to make Marathi mandatory in all schools:

Maharashtra government is planning to draft 

a law that will make “Marathi” as the 

compulsory subject in the schools. This will 

not only include state board schools but also 

the schools affiliated to ICSE and CBSE in the 

state of Maharashtra. The government will 

form a 14-member panel committee to 

prepare the draft. The panel will have 

education experts along with state ministers. 

The education department’s website will be 

put on suggestions and objections from the 

public. Agenda topics like developing a 

reading culture in schools, promoting 

Marathi language, empowerment of Marathi 

schools were discussed at the meeting. An 

official from the education department said: 

“Two meetings were held on the issue in 

June and July where representatives from the 

Marathi literary world and also institutions 

promoting the language took part”. 

Introducing Marathi as a compulsory subject 

in the school will develop a holistic culture in 

the school environment.  

 

EdTech Startup Vedantu Gets INR 8 crore in debt funding:
Bengaluru based EdTech company, Vedantu 

has raised INR 9.2 crore in debt including 

preference funding from Trifecta. According 

to sources, Vedantu is expected to close $30 

million in a funding round. The funding round 

will be led by Tiger Global Management. This 

funding to Vedantu would make its pre-

money valuation of $100-$110 million. Last 

year, prior to this, Vedantu raised $16.6 

million in a funding round that was led by 

Omidyar Network. Vedantu is an interactive 

inline platform where teachers provide 

lectures to school students. Vedantu has an 

in-house built technology “WAVE” that helps 

to create in real time virtual learning 

environment. Till now the company has more 

than 500 educators at its platform who have 

taught more than 1 million hours to more 

than 9,50,000 students. Vedantu has its 

customer base in more than 80 cities of 

India. Soon the company is planning to enter 

into exam categories like GMAT and GRE. 
. 
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Education Briefs 

CBSE Class 10 exam 2020: 2 separate examinations to be held for mathematics:
The Central Board of Secondary Education 

has announced that there will be two 

separate examinations for mathematics in 

Class 10 Board Examinations 2020. Basic 

mathematics will be the first paper while 

standard mathematics will be the second 

one. CBSE will also provide the option of 

selecting the choice of test for candidates 

while filling the registration form. Candidates 

can only appear for the tests that they have 

selected during registration. Candidates can 

choose mathematics in the registration form 

for class 10. The syllabus for basics and 

standard mathematics papers has not 

changed by the board but, the difficulty level 

for the exams will differ. Also, the candidates 

who choose basic mathematics will not be 

able to choose mathematics in class 11. In 

order to choose mathematics in Class 11, 

students have to score well in basics 

mathematics examination and will have to 

appear for class 10 compartmental 

examinations. Hence CBSE has advised 

Students to opt standard mathematics if they 

want to pursue their career in mathematics 

else, they can take basic mathematics if they 

want to go for non-mathematics fields. 

 

 

‘Deshbhakti’ curriculum to be included in Delhi Govt. schools: Kejriwal:
Delhi government is planning to introduce 

“Deshbhakti” curriculum for the government 

schools of Delhi. It will be introduced from 

the next academic session. Delhi Education 

Minister, Manish Sisodia, quoted Kejriwal 

saying, “The curriculum will aim to make 

students proud of their country, take 

responsibility in resolving problems of the 

nation and develop the feeling to sacrifice for 

their nation.” Delhi government aims to 

make students patriot that would help them 

to become a better human being and serve 

their families as well as the nation. The 

detailed curriculum of the subject will be 

announced soon. The announcement was 

made by Arvind Kejriwal, Chief Minister, 

Delhi just before the Independence Day. 

Introducing such an innovative curriculum in 

government schools will develop the feeling 

of sacrifice among students to sacrifice 

something for the nation and this will also 

change the vision of Indian society towards 

government schools. 

. 

 

Noida based EdTech startup AdmitKard raises $1 Mn in Pre-Series funding round: 
AdmitKard, a Noida based EdTech startup has 

raised $1 million in a Pre-Series A funding 

round. The funding round was led by 

Australia-based EdTech fund Growth DNA. 

The company is planning to expand its 

product across more than 100 cities in India. 

The company has partnered with many 

service providers going from test 

preparation, student accommodation, 

education finance, banking etc. This will 

provide complete package for any student 

who is planning to study abroad. The 

company claims to have more than 100,000 

courses on its platform, which are enough to 

meet the requirements of most of the 

international students. “The company will 

use the funds to enhance its product and 

strengthen its AI-driven counselling 

algorithms and blockchain managed partner 

contracts,” said, Piyush Bhartiya, cofounder, 

AdmitKard. Every year, more than 5 million 

students seek cross border admission with 

bulk of them travelling to USA, UK, Canada 

and Australia. These students pay estimated 

$100 billion collectively as a tuition fee and 

$25 billion in accommodation and 

miscellanies expense, which shows the huge 

market of education in study abroad 

programs.  
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What does the World’s First Values Lab look like?  

“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known” - Carl Sagan 

 

If we have Computer Labs, Science Labs why not a Values Lab? And what if we had 

Life Lessons in a Lab? 

Imagine a world full of creativity & interactive elements that hold a meaning behind 

every detail helping you find answers to the most personal questions of life. 

 

The Saksham Values Lab is a scientific, custom designed, in-school space dedicated to values inculcation & 

character building for students, parents & teachers. 

 

 This is the place where the Saksham Human Values Program, a 21st Century Social-Emotional Learning, 

Values & Character Building Initiative is conducted. These classes are conducted in the Saksham Values 

Lab (inside your school) or in your very own classrooms. 

 

All our Labs Are Tech enabled with video conferencing and are connected to each other. This not only 

connects children from different schools, but also facilitates experts from around the World to interact with 

the children.  

 

About Val-Ed Initiatives 
Val-Ed Initiatives is an award winning, youth-led organization that designs & delivers21st Century transformational 

values education programs that build stronger & healthier character in children, parents & teachers. Val-Ed programs 

have reached many schools across 17 states in India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To schedule a visit to the nearest Values Lab around you or know how you can have one at 

your school, Visit www.valedindia.com or Call 9731730636 or email info@valedindia.com 

http://www.valedindia.com/
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Education Briefs 

IITs, IIMs in Uttar Pradesh to include yoga in curriculum:
Yoga will become the part of curriculum in 

the IITs and IIMs of Uttar Pradesh. All the 

institutes of IIT and IIM in Uttar Pradesh will 

be implementing yoga in their curriculum to 

promote human values. "The students and 

faculty members in these premium institutes 

face extreme stress conditions. The students 

are anxiety-ridden and this, often, makes 

them take steps like suicide. Yoga will help all 

of us to cope with the pressures and also 

focus on our work," said the faculty member. 

According to sources, yoga guru of Mr. Modi, 

Dr. H.R. Nagendra will be creating yoga 

packages for these institutions. Mr. Nagendra 

is a yoga therapist, mechanical engineer and 

the founder Vice Chancellor of Swami 

Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana, 

which is a deemed university in Bengaluru. 

Last year also IIM Ahmedabad introduced 

lessons from Bhagavad Gita and now this 

introduction of Yoga in their curriculum 

would help to develop spirituality and human 

values among the students of the institute.  

 

CBSE hikes board exam fees for SC/ST pupils by 24 times, general category to pay double:

The Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) has decided to increase the board 

examination fee for SC/ST and general 

category as well. For SC/ST category, there is 

a hike of 2400% and for general category, its 

200% hike. Earlier, the fee for SC/ST students 

were ₹50 and now it is ₹1200, whereas 

general category students will now have to 

pay ₹1500. “100 per cent visually impaired 

students are exempted from paying CBSE 

examination fees. The student, who fails to 

deposit the difference in CBSE examination 

fee before the last date, will not be 

registered and will not be allowed to appear 

in the 2019-20 examination,” said, CBSE 

official .Students who are appearing for 

board exams in 10th class have to register 

themselves for the exam when they are in 

9th standard. And, those appearing for exam 

in 12th standard are registered when in 11th 

standard. The fee of ₹1200 for ST/SC is for 

five subjects, however for every additional 

subject they have to pay additional ₹300 for 

each subject and same goes for the general 

category. 

 

EdTech platform Brainly raises $30M plans to expand user base in India: 

Poland-based Brainly, which is a peer-to-peer 

learning community for students, parents, 

and teachers has raised $30 million in a 

funding round led by Naspers with other 

participants like Runa Capital and Manta Ray. 

Brainly provides a platform where middle 

and high school students can ask each other 

for homework help and now reaches out to 

students, teachers, and parents across 35 

countries in solving their academic problems 

and exchanging knowledge. It has crossed 

150 million monthly users. The company has 

received total funding of $68.5 million so far. 

It plans to use this funding to expand its user 

base in India and to enhance its service 

quality to help students and parents across 

the countries.  Our goal is to extend that 

access to academic help to every student in 

the world, including India, giving them the 

resources and the tools to succeed while 

inspiring collaborative learning. This funding 

allows us to do just that. We also plan to 

utilise these funds to expand our offerings 

for the Indian community of students, 

parents, and teachers, by providing a 

platform to discuss and study in other local 

languages like Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, 

Telugu, and Punjabi, to name a few.” said 

Brainly CEO and Co-Founder, Michał 

Borkowski. 
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Education Briefs 

India's female literacy has gone up but still 22 percentage points behind world average: 
India’s female literacy rate has increased 

over the past years but still lacks behind the 

world’s average. As per census 2011, out of 

the whole female population (aged 7 to 29), 

over 80 percent is literate. Literacy rate 

among young women is much higher than 

the literacy rate of older women. The literacy 

rate of the country is a major factor in the 

country’s overall development. It’s an old 

saying, if we educate a man, we are 

educating a single individual and if we are 

educating a woman, we are educating a 

whole family. This is a strong statement that 

has a significant impact on the development 

of future generation. The average female 

literacy rate of the world is 82.65 percent, 

whereas in India it is around 60 percent. This 

difference has been consistent throughout 

the years, although the difference is 

decreasing over the years.

 

Vision Digital India launches technology education to make students industry-ready:

Vision “Digital India” has launched a course 

that will provide digital education to 1 lakh 

students in the coming 4 to 5 years. The 

vision comes under the umbrella of Imperial 

Group. “This is what Vision Digital India had 

in mind when it created a course that is 

precisely tailored to meet the demands of 

the corporate world, and ensure that 

students are industry-ready. Through its 

endeavour, Vision Digital India is trying to 

make PM Narendra Modi’s flagship campaign 

Digital India a resounding success and it is 

succinctly summed up in their motto ‘Enable 

Digital’," said, Dr Hari Krishna Maram, 

Chairman, Vision Digital India. Today, the 

dreams of many bright minded youth is left 

unfulfilled because of the education 

imparted to them, which is totally opposite 

from the demand of the corporate sector. 

Many courses are becoming obsolete and out 

dated. In this highly competitive world, 

Vision India will help students with courses 

that are high in demand, such as data 

science, cloud and analytics as all these are 

the backbone of the industry.
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Kangaroo Kids Education to expand chain of preschools:
Kangaroo Kids preschool chain and Billabong 

schools are planning to expand their network 

of schools and preschools. Kangaroo kids 

currently have over 100 preschools that are 

on the franchise basis. They are planning to 

expand 250 more schools by the next 3-4 

years in all over India. Kangaroo Kids 

Education Ltd is investing Rs.80-100 crore to 

open a minimum of 10-12 schools. Parents in 

metro cities are keener to provide holistic 

education to their child. The company will 

target top 30 cities of India based on its 

population size. Chief Executive of the 

company, Seshasai KVS informed the media 

that currently the company is debt free and 

profitable in business. The current economic 

slowdown is an opportunity for the company 

as at this point of time, land would be 

available at cheaper rates. Further in coming 

years, the company is planning to expand 

their franchise model in Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Sri Lanka. 

 Delhi goverment to pay board registration fees of students under government run and aided CBSE 

schools:
Delhi Government is deciding to pay CBSE fee 

for all students of aided government schools. 

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister, Manish Sisodia 

is in discussion with CBSE to roll out the fee 

hike. This month, CBSE informed the 

examination registration fee hike for the 

SC/ST students as well as general students. 

"Students in Delhi government schools and 

aided schools will not have to pay any fees 

for CBSE Class 10, 12 exams. Delhi 

government will bear entire cost for all 

categories of students, modalities being 

worked out," said Manish Sisodia. The 

decision was taken by the Delhi Government 

just after the announcement of fee hike by 

CBSE. The government has decided to not to 

pass the burden of fee hike on ST/SC 

students in aided government schools. 

Further, the government is working on the 

situation to pay the fees of CBSE students 

belonging to all castes. 

 
Tamil Nadu tops India’s higher education chart:

 Tamil Nadu ranks number 1 in the country 

with over 48.6 percent of students enrolled 

in colleges. Tamil Nadu has more than 13 

State-owned varsities, 829 arts and science 

colleges, 718 colleges of education, 585 

engineering colleges and 520 technical 

institutions and the government is helping 

poor students to pursue their higher 

education dreams. It is highly invested in 

supporting first generation graduates, 

providing free and quality education, 

granting aid for students of Tamil medium 

study and those involved in research, 

arranging for free hostel facilities, and 

providing welfare aid like bus passes laptops 

and bicycles, for the growth of education, 

said Edappadi Palaniswami, Chief Minister, 

Tamil Nadu. In the year 2011, only 32 per 

cent of the students were pursuing higher 

education in Tamil Nadu. This year, Tamil 

Nadu government has reserved Rs 460.25 to 

reimburse the fees of first generation 

graduates. The revolution in Tamil Nadu’s 

education and policies led to 48.6 per cent, 

while the nation average is only 25.8 per 

cent. 

 

Narendra Modi lists space, education as new areas of cooperation with Bhutan: 
Prime Minister, Mr. Modi opted space and 

education as the new areas of co-operation 

with Bhutan. This was decided when Mr. 

Modi met with the Bhutanese Prime Minister 

Mr. Tshering at Royal University of Bhutan in 

Thimphu. The main motive of the meeting 

was the inauguration of 720 megawatts 

Mangdechhu hydel power project. Mr. Modi 

invited many students from Bhutan to visit 

India and discover traditional areas such as 

Buddhism and newer areas like space 

research. “We are seeking to cooperate 

extensively in new frontiers, from schools to 

space and digital payments to disaster 

management. At any point, over four 

thousand students from Bhutan are engaged 

in studies in India. This number can and 

should grow,” PM, Mr. Modi said in the 

media. Our generation should learn from this 

that education can act as an important factor 

to keep the bonding strong between two 

nations. 

. 
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Educator’s View 

Mrs. Deepa Bhushan 

Director – Schools (C P Goenka Group of Schools) 

Introduction:  

Mrs. Deepa Bhushan, Director Schools of C P 

Goenka Group Schools has been an 

educationist with over 24 years of experience 

and expertise in handling the 360-degree 

domain of education with a proven record of 

success in the business management of 

schools; curriculum design and 

implementation; coaching and mentoring of 

school leadership; teacher and leadership 

professional development. She has provided 

strategic direction and leadership to chains 

of International Schools by ensuring brand 

and financial equity for the schools. Deepa is 

the recipient of the National Award for 

Excellence from Kanchi Peeth 

Shankaracharyaji for outstanding work in the 

field of education and been awarded the 

Visionary Leader of the year at the Future 

Leaders Summit and Awards and Best 

Director of the year at the International 

School Awards Dubai. Always keeping the 

child as the core focus, she has driven the 

parent body to work in synergy with the 

school community towards the harmonious 

progress of the child in school. Being a 

reflective practitioner, she is constantly 

evolving her own practice. Her natural 

instinct of being an excellent team player and 

team leader has led her to become a catalyst 

for innovation, setting the standards for 

excellence in instruction, assessment, and 

teacher and leadership training and 

development

. 

Major initiatives towards education:  

Ms. Bhushan has been a key figure in 

implementing curriculum, codifying school 

processes, training 1000+ teachers and has a 

firm grasp of Quality Assurance Systems. She 

has created a robust curriculum, assessment, 

and training model that accelerates 

achievement and builds 21st century skills in 

the students across all grades and 

encourages the use of technology as a tool to 

support curriculum design, as well as 

implementation. She has also written books 

and teacher manuals on Financial Literacy, 

Global Literacy and Digital Literacy for young 

children and designed and implemented 

academic programs which have supported 

students in achieving their best during the 

board exams. 
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Educator’s View 

Challenges within the Education System:  

Education needs to ensure that children are 

able to adapt to an ever-changing future. The 

quality of education - the curriculum and the 

approaches to learning - within a school must 

always be the topmost on the criteria for a 

good school. The way forward would be to 

balance the learning between skills, attitude 

and knowledge required for a better and 

sustainable lifestyle. Exposure to financial, 

digital, global, civic, health literacy and 

divergent thinking needs to be encouraged. 

Opportunities to rework, retry and rethink 

need to be highlighted. Every parent would 

like their child to be enrolled in a ‘good’ 

school.  With increased awareness in today’s 

times a parent assesses each parameter of a 

school from the infrastructure, to the 

teaching faculty, the timings, co - curricular 

activities, value-based teachings etc. Yet, the 

quality of education – the curriculum and the 

approaches to learning - within a school must 

always be the topmost on the criteria

.

Brief History about the C P Goenka Group Schools:  

C P Goenka Group of Schools is imparting 

educational values and life principles under 

the umbrella of C P Goenka International 

Schools, C P Goenka’s Spring Buds 

International Preschools and Swami 

Vivekananda International Schools to 

numerous children over a span of 19 years 

across 8 high schools and preschools. Mr. 

Sandeep Goenka is the founder trustee of 

the C P Goenka Group Schools. His passion 

for learning and his vision for an educated 

India led him into the field of education. The 

first school was started at Juhu in Mumbai in 

the year 2000.  C P Goenka Group School 

have adopted the ICSE, CBSE, CAIE and IB 

boards and examinations, where in each 

board and examining body with its distinct 

characteristics aids in imparting a diverse 

form of education. To realize his vision of a 

wholesome education plan for the youth of 

India, Mr. Goenka endeavours to offer his 

students a learning cycle that begins and 

ends with his institutions. C P Goenka 

International School offers a complete 

schooling program inclusive of a high school 

facility whereas the ECube Global College 

offers graduation and post-graduation 

programs with an international association. 

His wife, Mrs. Archana Goenka, supports his 

vision and is actively involved in managing 

the institutions. 
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Educator’s View 

Initiatives to enhance Learning for students: 

At C P Goenka Group Schools, we focus on 

learner centric education rather than the 

traditional teacher centred approach. This 

allows us to embrace the intelligence and 

contribution of each and every student and a 

variety of learning styles. Collaborative 

learning, team teaching and integration of 

subjects is a norm to enhance the learning 

process. For better understanding of the 

subjects, blended and flipped learning, real 

life applications and simulations are 

conducted.  

Underlining all learning, the human value 

base is set for the children. We believe, it is 

not enough for students to only have 

excellence in academics but it is important 

for them to be good human beings. Learning 

techniques at C P Goenka Group Schools are 

continuously being evolved. One of the 

unique initiatives is to invite all its talented 

students to display their innate potentials by 

sharing their ‘MOST DELIGHTFUL MOMENTS’. 

They are allowed to sing, dance, play an 

instrument, do mime, mono acting, 

storytelling, poem recitation or even share 

their experiences about their most delightful 

moments. Parents are invited to preside over 

the showcase of young budding artists of the 

school thus boosting their confidence and 

self-worth. The ‘DIY-Do It Yourself’ 

Programme has been introduced at CPGIS, 

that endeavours to empower children to 

learn essential life skills and become 

independent, self-reliant citizens of the 

future.

 

Importance of Digital Education in Schools: 

Children today are the digital natives. Usage 

of technology in the classroom therefore to 

augment learning becomes a precursor to 

engage students. The importance of 

technology as a tool and balance in usage of 

technology is ensured.  We have also started 

with the C P Goenka Innovation Lab – an 

initiative of Mrs. Archana Goenka - Trustee of 

C P Goenka Group Schools which offers 

S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art, and Mathematics) based learning and 

early exposure to must-know activities like 

Robotics, Coding, 3D Doodling and Printing 

and Arduino Programming, making children 

ready for the future careers with the 21st 

Century Skills. 

 

Vision and Mission: 
 

To ensure growth and development of every student as a global citizen through the simultaneous realization of academic, physical, cultural 

and spiritual aspiration and provide an environment conducive to help students realize their true potential. Subsequently helping them 

blend in seamlessly into an ever-changing society. 

To provide an environment conducive to help students realize their true potential. Subsequently helping them blend in seamlessly into an 

ever-changing society. 

To assist our students in understanding that a true global citizen, is one, who can respect diversity of gender, culture and background. 
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Career in Education: 

Dr. Seema Negi holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology, Master’s in Sociology, Bachelor’s in Education, 

Masters in Education, Post Graduate Diploma in Education, M. Phil in Education, Ph. D h. c in 

Education, D. Lit in Education (h. c), NLP and Life coach. 

Educator’s View 

 

Dr. Seema Negi  
Principal, Sanjeevani World School, Dahisar East, Mumbai 

Introduction:  

Dr. Seema Negi, who comes from the lineage 

of the Indian Air Force, is a passionate 

educator. She has worked with some of the 

reputed schools and presently she is Principal 

of Sanjeevani World School, Dahisar, 

Mumbai. Dr. Seema discovered her love and 

zest towards education when she realized 

that her desire revolves around the 

development of the nation. Being a visionary, 

Dr. Seema Negi’s leadership has always been 

dynamic and passionate.  

She is an epitome of sheer dedication and 

hard work. She has prevailed in the field of 

education for more than two decades; 

hence she believes she was destined to 

be a teacher. As an educator and mentor, 

she willingly embraces the 

responsibilities to prepare students not 

just for academic pursuit, but for life. 

 

 

 

 

Major initiatives towards education: 

As the principal of the school she is 
associated with many educational and social 
organization, and contributes her time and 
efforts for the betterment of educational 
system and society. Her passion and thirst for 
learning and knowledge make she who she is 
today. She believes that every individual has 
something special about them whether 

visible or not. Having confidence in your art 
and leaving place for no self- doubt makes a 
person self- made. She has voluntarily 
offered her services and spends her time 
lovingly with the underprivileged, homeless 
and senior citizens. She is a member of 
Rotary Club of Mumbai, West Coast and 
social ambassador of Indian Development 

Foundation. She attends various conference, 
events & summits as speaker, moderator & 
panellist at national & International 
platforms. Learning, sharing, empowering 
and hand holding is what she believes in and 
she contributes her considerable amount of 
time for the same.She stands by the maxim “I 
Am Because We Are”. 
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Educator’s View 

  

Vision and Mission: 
Dr. Seema Negi’s vision statement for the 
school says “A futuristic outlook school 
aspiring to empower the learners for the 
rapidly changing world by enabling them 
with the thinking skills, global preparedness 
and respect for core values of patriotism, 
integrity, honesty, loyalty and benevolence. 

She firmly believes she has a legacy to leave 
behind, legacy in the form of successful 
students, who are an asset to the society; a 
holistic being. Her future plans include, 
educating the youth of the country and 
guiding them on the right path. She wants to 
do all she can to support literacy and her 

fellow acquaintances who are trying to 
better the country, better the system. She 
plans on pouring her heart and soul in 
teaching and educating young minds so that 
they are ready for whatever the future holds. 
Her mission for the school is to craft Indian 
souls with global ethos. 

 

Her Beliefs: 
She firmly believes that technology is the 
game changer in education sector and 
keeping pace with technology empowers you 
to prepare yourself and your learners for the 
better tomorrow. She believes technology 

will not replace teacher, but will empower 
them with infinite skills to enhance the 
teaching learning process. Empowering 
people through a perfect balance of 
curricular and co-curricular based learning 

&making a better tomorrow is what she 
desires to give back to society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Achievements in the field of Education: 
She is bestowed with many prestigious 

awards like Best Academic Leader, Bharat 

Vidya Shiromani, Jewel of India, Shiksha 

Bharti, Nari Shakti, Nation Builder Award 

from Rotary, Visionary Leader, Pride of India, 

Educational Icon 2018, Woman of Substance, 

Super Achiever Award, Humanity Award, Dr. 

APJ Abdul Kalam Professional Excellence 

award and many more. She has won the 

prestigious title of Education Icon – 

Education Queen 2018, Ms. Role Model 

2018, in an exclusive pageant only for 

educationist.
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Career choice 

No, I never wanted to be a teacher. It was purely by accident. I went to substitute for a friend, and, I was 

hooked. The sheer joy and wonder on the students faces as we tried unravelling the mysteries of Science 

gave me a high like no other. Later, much later, I branched out into Humanities and specialised in the 

intricacies of the English Language. 

Educator’s View 

Dr. Ranjini Krishnaswamy 
Director - Dosti Foundation School, Thane, Mumbai  

Introduction: Dr Ranjini Krishnaswamy is 

an academician with over 4 decades in 

academia, having been involved at all levels –

High School, Middle School, Higher 

Secondary, and Teacher Training –both at the 

ECCED and B.Ed. She has received The 

National Award for Teachers/Principals from 

the Government of India. She is also a 

recipient of the Jijamata Puraskar for Women 

achievers. 

She has been instrumental in setting up 

schools, turning around floundering ones and 

eventually transforming them, designing 

school curricula and working with officials in 

the government departments in maintaining 

standards of effective schooling. She heads 

the Centre for Excellence in India for Global 

Scholars a distance Linked Educational 

Programme of the Bloomberg 

Philanthropies.  

She has written books on Environmental 

Education and English Language and Poetry. 

She is a sought after trainer in bringing out 

the nuances of the English Language and 

travels extensively all over the country for 

the same.  

She is currently the Director-Education for 

the Dosti Foundation that is making its 

foray into education after creating waves in 

the construction industry. 

 

 Major initiatives in Education:  
Long, long ago when team teaching and 

Environmental Education was only a word in 

the text book, I did a Masters in 

Environmental Education and made it a way 

of life. Even today, I do not wear any silk saris 

or clothes made of animal fibre. Action 

research projects were a norm in our 

classrooms. I was fortunate to have worked 

in a school that gave us the freedom to 

experiment and innovate. I brought those 

ideas and inputs into the school I set up in 

the early 1990s. This freedom helped to 

foster creativity, and students and teachers 

did a lot of experimentation. E.g. 111 

students along with their teachers wrote a 

novella which got itself a place in the Limca 

Book of Records. Students of Std X wrote 

Sonnets as part of their Internal Assessment. 

There have been other successful 

experiments too but I don’t want to dwell on 

the past. It is the present that excites me. 

What is more, all this was done at school. 

This was possible only because I had a very 

good team. Currently, I am setting up schools 

for the Dosti Group. We have set up one in 

the distant suburb of Mumbai. This is an area 

where there are hardly any good schools. It 

was a challenge, but worth it. This has been a 

project from the drawing board to the final 

accreditation. Eventually we plan at least 2 

more schools. The mandate is very clear, 

providing top class education at affordable 

rates. The satisfaction that one gets on the 

completion of a school project is something 

only the person who has actually gone 

through the entire process can feel and 

experience. I have been fortunate than most 

people. Touch wood! 

 

Challenges: 
The large classrooms have sometimes been a 

deterring factor. Also the fact that parents 

want their child to be an Engineer or a 

Doctor. Thankfully, this is changing. As a 

school Head, one is not just an academician. 

You need to be an HR manager, a CEO and a 

foster parent all rolled in one. It is difficult at 

times to be objective-you get so involved 

with the child that you forget that he/she is 

with you only for a few hours daily and you 

are not responsible for all that the child does 

or does not do. I Remember staying awake 

for hours when a child did something totally 

not acceptable. I wondered where I had gone 

wrong. Yes, the government rules and 

regulations don’t always help in creating a 

good working environment. But I am happy 

to say that my challenges have been few 

while the joys were many. 
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Educator’s View 

Digital influence: 

In today’s world like it or not, we cannot 

escape the influence of Digital media. This is 

particularly important because the pupils 

today are natives of the digital world while 

people like me are migrants. Like all 

migrants. We have a lot of catching up to do. 

As their guides, it is important for us to first 

understand its magic for the child, and 

instead of “rubbishing “it away, learn to work 

around it and use it to their advantage. I am 

so glad that we as educators have such a 

potent tool in our hands. Can you imagine 

the power it wields? Anything that you need 

to know is available at the press of a button. 

It is this power that also makes it addictive. 

So let us realise that Technology is a good 

servant but a dangerous Master. This is what 

we need to subtly let our students know. The 

amount of time and energy it can save is 

unbelievable. We can sit across the console 

and work on projects simultaneously with 

the participants all being in totally different 

time zones. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Styles:  

I would like to believe that I am democratic 

in my style of leadership and a team player, 

allowing for situational leaders to come up 

depending on the needs and demands of a 

project. Again, I have always, but always, led 

my team from the front. Never have I asked 

the team to do something that I would not 

do myself. What is more, I have always 

acknowledged a person’s contribution   and 

given credit when it is due. If something has 

not gone as it should have, I have shouldered 

the responsibility for the goof up. Perhaps, 

this is why so many of my former colleagues 

have gone on to becoming school heads 

themselves and attribute it to my mentoring 

them. I believe in surrounding myself with 

talented young people, this is beneficial to 

both parties. Their enthusiasm and my 

experience, rubs off on all those present and 

it is indeed a win-win situation. 

 

 

Current trends and changes: 
 

Yes, a lot has changed in the last decade. With International Education entering the Indian scenario, all things “International” seem 
to be praiseworthy, whether or not really true and all things Indian, are being perceived as old fashioned and down market.  

This is indeed an exciting time to be a student, irrespective of which level you may be in. Never before have we had such a 
plethora of study options and career options. There is a space for everyone to find their special strength. I cannot even imagine of 

careers like Sports Nutrition, Environment Management, Dance and Psychotherapy, Celebrity management, Voice Culture, 
Geriatric Counselling to only name a few. Wish I could go back to being a child once more. 
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Career in Education: 
Dr. Patel has a B.Ed. and M.Ed.  from Mumbai university, following which has a Ph.D. in Education: Human Resource 

Perspectives. 

Educator’s View 

Dr. Roshan Patel 
Founder, Director & Principal - Ryewood International School, Lonavla   

 

Introduction: 

For Dr. Mrs. Roshan. F. Patel, her career did 

not start in education. A tragedy early in line 

in the form of losing her youngest son, Alysh 

inspired Mr. & Mrs. Patel to start a small 

Educational Charity which grew over 16 years 

to the 1000 student strong education 

institute today known as Ryewood 

international School & Junior college. Over 

the years Dr. Roshan Patel has earned her 

Doctorate in Education: Human Resource 

Perspectives, presented multiple papers in 

International Conferences and used the 

research conducted by her over the last two 

decades in growing this institution. Ryewood 

International School has also been conferred 

‘The Great Place to Study’ title at House of 

Commons this year for her efforts to improve 

overall student and teacher satisfaction. For 

Dr. Mrs. Roshan. F. Patel, her career did not 

start in education, a tragedy early in line in 

the form of losing her youngest son, Alysh 

inspired Mr. & Mrs. Patel to start a small 

Educational Charity which grew over 16 years 

to the 1000 student strong education 

institute today known as Ryewood 

international School & Junior college. Over 

the years Dr. Roshan Patel has earned her 

Doctorate in Education: Human Resource 

Perspectives, presented multiple papers in 

International Conferences and used the 

research conducted by her over the last two 

decades in growing this institution. Ryewood 

International School has also been conferred 

‘The Great Place to Study’ title at House of 

Commons this year for her efforts to improve 

overall student and teacher satisfaction.  

 

Reasons for Choosing Education: 

Dr. Patel believes that a great education is 

one of the biggest advantages one can have 

in life, and a desire for lifelong learning can 

be instilled at a young age, Dr. Mrs. Patel 

made the commitment towards creating and 

sustaining an environment for children to 

learn, explore and discover themselves.  
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Educator’s View 

Practical Skill Development: 
Practical skills are important for every 

student. Students get a hands on experience 

by experimenting in the laboratories. The 

school believes in transforming theoretical 

knowledge into practical skills and overall 

conceptual learning takes place. Holistic 

learning is all about the right mix of 

knowledge and skills. It helps in improving 

the students’ abilities and enhancing the 

competencies. Field Trips and excursions are 

a part of outdoor learning experiences which 

helps the child to retain concepts by 

visualising and experiencing. Dr. Patel 

believes in concrete tangible outcome by 

field trips, excursions and student exchange 

programmes. The school follows the teaching 

methodology of flip teaching which 

encourages the students to awaken their 

curiosity and desire to learn. 

 

 

 

The Physical Classroom in the age of Digital Self-Learning: 

In today’s age where we see students in our 

senior classes of middle school often turn to 

portals like BYJUS or khanacademy.org for 

clarification of concepts or for the want of a 

deeper understanding of a topic instead of 

traditional out of school students, and where 

a lot of non-educational peer communication 

is shifting to digital. The Physical classroom of 

the school has become even more important 

part of student life. The exact sense of 

community, cooperation, competition and 

shared learning in the classroom is difficult to 

replicate online. And so even more effort 

needs to be put in with educators to help 

them better manage the social aspects of the 

classrooms. 

 

Micro-Audits in School: 

Dr. Patel regularly visits classrooms to teach 

a lesson, demonstrating the kinds of 

strategies she wants teachers to try. She also 

sits with teachers to review student data and 

get feedback on the interventions they’ve 

tried.  Teachers say she keeps track of the 

reading, math, and classroom management 

issues they’re facing, as well as the ways 

they’ve tried to solve those issues. Because 

of that tracking and the close 

communication, she never suggests 

something that teachers have already tried 

or something that doesn’t make sense for a 

particular student—suggestions that can feel 

condescending, her teachers say. Dr. Patel is 

asked often the question: How do students 

achieve peak performance? One word. 

Discipline. They cut out everything in their 

lives that don't add value to fulfilling their 

goals — the people, behaviours and 

distractions that draw them further from 

greatness. For most, the journey has been 

years in the making. Roshan strongly believes 

in the quote: “The service we render to 

others is the rent we pay for our room on 

this earth.” 

 

 

  

Focus on Pedagogy: 
The quality of education truly meets international standards, with the curriculum including martial arts, eurhythmics, music,  

arts, sports and life skills training. At RIS, teachers use an array of teaching strategies because there is no single universal 

approach that suits all situations. Different strategies used in different combinations with different groups of students to 

improve their learning outcomes. 

Heavy reliance is given to the play way method of learning in the preschool level and excursion and outdoor studies for the 

school level. The play way method adopted by the school makes learning fun. The teaching methodology gives priority to the 

overall growth and wellbeing of the child. The curriculum embodies the necessities of an all-round development making 

children better human beings in a competitive world. We want to enable learners to be more self-reliant, effective, 

motivated and thus be able to achieve better learning outcomes. 

To advertise with us, contact Eldrok India Private Limited. Phone: 0124-, +918375027737 or send email at 

gaggarwal@eldrok.com. For business enquiry, visit  www.eldrok.com  

Subscribe Education Indian in just Rs. 1025* per annum/- 

*Courier charges extra 
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Educator’s View 

Shunila Joy Chauhan 

Principal, Thakur International School – Cambridge, Mumbai 

Introduction:  
Shunila Joy Chauhan was always encouraged 

to aspire. Shunila spent seven of her 

formative years studying at the IST 

international school of Tanganyika in Dar Es 

Salam, the former capital of Tanzania. It was 

here that discovered her calling of being a 

teacher after being influenced by her French 

teacher Ms Wamba. After acquiring a 

Masters of Arts in Economics and Political 

Science, Shunila embarked on her journey of 

being an educator by beginning to teach at 

City International School which was affiliated 

to the ICSE board in 2003. Later on she found 

herself desirous of exploring an environment 

which offered greater liberty in content and 

teaching methodologies. This led her to 

begin conducting classes on a level 

Economics at Vibgyor High in 2008. By joining 

Thakur International as a Principal in 2018, 

Shunila wore the mantle of being at the helm 

of a fantastic team. Shunila believes that 

Thakur International School differentiates 

itself by offering a pure Cambridge 

Curriculum rather than an integrated one. 

Their students attempt Progression Tests, 

Checkpoint tests at primary as well as 

secondary levels, IGCSE and A Levels. This 

ensures that the thoroughbred and 

unadulterated purity of IGCSE is maintained.

 

  

Major initiatives towards education:  

I believe and hold forth teaching as an 

emotional process of encouraging learners to 

be intuitive and logical. The content is 

significant, however forming a singular and 

individual rationale is equally essential for 

learning. In this regard I have conducted 

workshops and trainings for teachers to take 

upon the role of high quality coaches and 

facilitators for the future in education. While 

understanding that each teacher and person 

within the education system is an agent of 

change, it is crucial to design and engage in 

periodical faculty development programmes 

that replenishes current systems, explores 

and introduces new trends and updates 

them with the necessary expertise. These 

purposeful interactions lay the foundation 

for identifying and empowering deserving 

educators with leadership skills. I envision 

education to be an experiential process that 

requires a perfect balance of academics, co-

curricular and extracurricular activities. The 

integration and restructuring of our 

curriculum with Cambridge guidelines is 

another achievement that I presided with my 

team members. I have strongly inculcated 

Daniel Goleman’s emotional intelligence 

theory as that which plays a critical role of 

developing social and emotional learning 

framework for building children into great 

human beings with the ability to contribute 

and shape the future. For efficient framing of 

yearly plans and academic calendar, I have 

relied upon Bloom’s Taxonomy to devise and 

design learning methods and outcomes.   

I conduct K-12 orientations which gives me 

the access to encourage parents into the 

Cambridge education as the most 

streamlined international learning system 

available to their children. 

  

Reasons for choosing teaching as a career 

Teaching is the most rewarding profession. It is a mission with such a glorious cause. The process of teaching is 

one that imparts knowledge whilst creating unique learning systems and outcomes. A teacher is a lifelong 

learner and with the intervention of technology and digital mediums, we are learning to teach for the future. 

The effervescence and vitality of young minds and the accountability for moulding their lives make teaching 

the most magnanimous role. Having started my career as a teacher for ICSE I have followed and developed my 

keen interest in promoting Cambridge IGSCE as a more innovative and futuristic curriculum. As a part of 

curriculum development I have developed content for Economics for CBSE, ICSE and Cambridge IGCSE and A 

levels.  



 

 
        Education India | September, 2019   38 

 



 

 
        Education India | September, 2019   39 

Educator’s View 

Challenges in school: 

Parents often face a plethora of questions 

regarding different boards and the lack of 

sufficient information often leads confusion 

that can impair the child’s future. The higher 

grade and percentage mind-set focusses only 

on academics and does not focus on 

developing creative thinking or problem 

solving abilities. This leads to a very passive 

and bleak form of educating and doesn’t 

develop a child’s persona. Most educating 

methodologies do not encourage direct 

experiences, multiple intelligences, 

technology and use only passive forms and 

that traditional approach is limiting the child 

and their abilities. 

 

Importance of digital education in India: 

Classrooms today are the playground for 

innovators of tomorrow and because the 

future is impossible without the intervention 

of technology. Digital education has been 

instrumental in giving us refreshing and 

alternate dimensions to how knowledge is 

imparted. It is inevitable to separate children 

from digital screens, however we can give 

them access to content that is designed to 

develop their motor skills, helps in decision 

making and ignites creativity. And because 

young minds are attracted to moving 

imagery, teaching methods that use visuals 

reinforces learning, leading to an overall 

improved academic performance. Digital 

education also promotes inclusivity as it 

helps differently abled students to learn at 

their own pace. Curiosity and inventiveness is 

something that is naturally kindled when 

children are left with technology. They learn 

to understand and accept it as an integral 

part of the world they inhabit and that 

prepares them to be the digital citizens of 

tomorrow. Through coding and multiple 

realities, they learn the magic of creating 

alternate spaces and realities. 

Digital education also helps in redesigning 

teaching systems by the way of smarter 

classrooms, online content and delivery 

methods and more flexibility to the 

information dissemination. It encourages 

creation of online communities and faster 

exchanges and updates that is vital to the 

contemporary education system. 

Current changes required for the education sector: 

We need to shift focus on building new skills 

and as the world requires new problem 

solvers and new thinkers. For years we have 

been building upon the areas of studies that 

have been assigned to understanding the 

world in a particular manner or catering to a 

specific need. So it is time for us to explore 

alternative subjects that can be imbibed at a 

preliminary stage to have more efficient and 

advantageous outcomes as the child reaches 

the exploratory stage of his career. It is 

important to foster creativity, reward original 

thinking, research and innovation. Investing 

in updating and improving the teaching 

faculty by various learning/teaching 

practices, conventions, summits, etc. is 

crucial to building teachers who can contain 

the dynamism of the future. Technology in 

education is a powerful tool that enriches the 

basis of knowledge sharing and investing in 

technological infrastructure should be made 

a priority. The purpose of education system 

needs to be refined to accommodate the 

emotional and creative agencies of children 

and also the future that we all await. 
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From the Industry 

5 Steps Formula to Study at Harvard University, USA or Oxford University, UK at Zero Cost 

By: Neha Desai, Contributor, Education India 
Do you want your child to study in the USA or the UK at premier 

universities like Harvard University or Oxford University? Will you be 

happier if your child’s education is free at one of these world’s 

premier universities? 

In this interview with Purvi Tantia - the author of the best-selling 

book, Study Abroad Revolution, she will share with you - 5 Steps to 

Study at prestigious universities like Harvard or Oxford at zero cost. 

She herself studied abroad on a prestigious government scholarship 

which covered for her full tuition fee and living expenses to study 

abroad and she has been guiding students to study abroad for the last 

10 years.  

Purvi Tantia’s client portfolio includes celebrity kids and children of 

top industrialists in India. Her flagship Study Abroad Admission 

Consulting Program has students from 7 countries at this point in 

time. She has provided institutional support to many schools and 

colleges across India and the world to help their students walk on the 

journey which can lead to studying abroad on full scholarship.  

In an interview by CNN, Michelle Obama had emphasised that it is 

important to study abroad. Also, in The White House archive, Obama 

called out to Americans saying, “When you study abroad, You’re 

Helping to Make America Stronger”. Like Michella Obama, Purvi 

Tantia has been a proponent of studying abroad and she has helped 

many students fulfil their study abroad dreams & study abroad 

scholarship dreams over the last 10 years of her professional practice 

as study abroad counselor.  

Neha Desai: How did you end up being a study abroad counselor?  

Purvi Tantia: I went to Lady Shriram College at Delhi University for my 

undergraduate degree. Then, I was selected to study in Australia on a 

full scholarship, including tuition fees and living expenses. I can’t even 

say that it was a dream come true because at that point in time, I was 

not thinking of studying abroad. I applied for the scholarship because 

I came across the scholarship information but when I had decided to 

apply, I did full justice to the application procedure. I spent quality 

time understanding what the scholarship committee wants from the 

applicants, where do I fit in and what can I do to ensure that I am the 

chosen one. Rest is history. I was selected for the scholarship and it 

marked the beginning of my study abroad journey. Later on my 

return to India, I chose to help students from across the world to live 

their exciting dream of studying abroad.  

Neha Desai: Wow, that’s exciting. Now, coming to your 5 Step 

Success Formula to Reach Harvard University, USA or Oxford 

University, UK and study abroad on scholarship. How your students 

achieve this seemingly impossible goal?  

Purvi Tantia: I will briefly talk about the formula here, but I will highly 

advise reading my book, “Study Abroad Revolution’ where you will 

find real life inspiration of students who have achieved this seemingly 

impossible goal. In the book, you will also find mentors from Fortune 

500 companies whom I have personally interviewed, who are giving 

you advice on studying abroad and sharing their experiences of 

studying abroad at top universities like Harvard. The five step success 

formula is called the RAISE formula, where R stands for Reflective 

Quotient (It measures your level of understanding of your own 

abilities and skills), A stands 

for Awareness Quotient (It 

measures your level of 

awareness of opportunities 

in the world), I stands for 

Intelligence Quotient (It 

measures your level of 

reasoning ability), S stands 

for Social Quotient (It 

measures your level of 

human networking ability) 

and E stands for Emotional 

Quotient (Igt measures your 

ability to face failures and 

stand up again). If a student 

can score high on all these 5 

parameters, the student 

gets on the shortest path to 

get full scholarship at leading universities globally.  

Neha Desai: That’s really unique and practical formula. Thank you 

Purvi for your time and sharing your tips with us and the readers. 

Where can parents or students reach you?  

Purvi Tantia: Most welcome. My address is quite simple. It’s the web 

url with my full name - www.purvitantia.com. Thank you Neha & the 

readers.

http://www.purvitantia.com./
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ntroduction to Artificial Intelligence

While discussing artificial 

intelligence, the only thing that 

comes to our mind is the Hi-tech robots 

and machines with the capability of 

thinking and making their own 

decisions. Artificial Intelligence can be 

defined as the capability of a machine to 

imitate human behaviour. Through 

Artificial intelligence, we can make the 

programs and instruction more efficient 

and as thoughtful and accurate as 

human actions. 

Today AI has touched every section of 

our life. Now, imagine using artificial 

intelligence to track the performance of 

any individual student, based on his 

previous grades in academics or 

participation in co-curricular 

performance. AI in the education sector 

can help the students to learn and 

impart knowledge in a much better way 

as compared to the old traditional way 

of learning. This technology will help the 

student to enhance his or her 

performance in academics. For example, 

if a child is unable to grasp the concept 

of fractions, the system can look at 

whether the child was absent when that 

concept was taught or the teacher had 

some issues while teaching the concept 

or the child is weak in prerequisites. 

Hence, AI can be taken seriously to 

solve many drawbacks and obstacles in 

the education sector across the globe. 

 

ole of AI in Education

Earlier AI was just a part of film 

making and post production but 

now, it has become the part of our 

daily life. Soon, we’ll see many 

schools in India installing AI in their 

campus. Though many schools have 

already implemented this. AI 

installed schools will look quite 

different from what we have seen. 

AI will play the following major role 

in education: 

Students will get additional support 

from AI tutors: Machine learning will 

teach students some special skills, which 

will be time saving for them. For 

example, AI will know strength and 

weakness of every student and 

accordingly, it will focus on weaker 

students. 

 

Computerized grading: Now, a lot of 

time teachers will save if they will be 

assisted with grading of students based 

of their performance. Automated 

grading is exclusively designed computer 

based program that will imitate the 

behavior of teachers to assign grades in 

an unbiased manner. 

I 

R 
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Assist to teachers: Other than 

automated grading, AI can manage 

some of the daily actions of a teacher, 

like giving lectures to students, 

assigning homework and check their 

homework and classwork.  

Recognize fragility in classroom: AI will 

also work in recognize flaws in the 

classroom. For example, after the 

completion of a lecture delivered by 

teacher, AI will recognize a group of 

students who were unable to 

understand the lecture properly and will 

let the teacher know, whether the 

lesson is to be taught again or not. 

Staff organizing and substitute 

controlling: Every school has a huge 

staff volume which they have to 

manage according to their qualification, 

strength and weakness. For example, a 

teacher who is an expert in a particular 

subject says Mathematics, will take the 

Mathematics lecture for the classes 

assigned to her. And, if that teacher is 

on leave, then the AI system will find 

the next best alternative available for 

the class to give a lecture for the same. 

Proctoring: The trend of taking an 

online test is rising at a significant rate. 

As the online test has many benefits like 

it saves time, energy and natural 

resources. Now the question is “How 

can these exams be organized in such a 

practice that a student does not cheat”. 

Well, AI comes to the rescue. AI comes 

with a system to ensure the 

genuineness of the person giving the 

examination and prevent examinee 

from cheating. 

 

AI 
 In Foreign Countries 

Artificial intelligence in foreign country is 

developing at a very fast pace as compared to 

India: In U.S it is growing at a CAGR of 47.5% 

from 2017-2021 according to the Artificial 

Intelligence Market in the US Education Sector 

report. Even though most experts believe that 

the critical existence of teachers is invaluable, 

there will be many changes to a teacher’s job 

practices. 
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The following practices are being 

followed under the roof of artificial 

intelligence: Artificial intelligence in 

foreign country is developing at a very 

fast pace as compared to that of India: In 

U.S it is growing at a CAGR of 47.5% 

from 2017-2021 according to 

the Artificial Intelligence Market in the 

US Education Sector report. Even 

though most experts believe that the 

critical existence of teachers is 

invaluable, there will be many changes 

to a teacher’s job practices. The 

following practices are being followed 

under the roof of artificial intelligence. 

Tutors and Personalization: AI can do 

more than just reciting or displaying the 

preloaded content. In the previous years, 

students were limited to the window on 

emailing or waiting for their professor’s 

class. There are various smart tutoring 

apps available with the students such as 

Carnegie. Learning from the specific data 

provided by a specific student in order to 

give them feedback and work with them 

directly. This artificial intelligence app is 

still at its initial stages but soon it will be 

working as a full-fledged professor 

providing students help in any area of 

work needed. Also, AI apps are working 

on various learning styles to help 

students and teachers in every possible 

manner. 

 

Virtual lectures and learning environment: The actual lectures may soon be replaced by robots, not fully but there are many 

humanized robots which provides the same kind of lectures and facial expressions as a human. They can react in the same way 

the human responds naturally in both verbal and non-verbal ways. A digital learning environment in coming into existence at the 

University of southern California (USC) Institute for Creative technology. 
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rtificial Intelligence need of an hour in India: 

According to a report of the 

Ministry of human resource 

and development (MHRD), 

there is a shortage of more 

than 1 mn teachers across the country. 

In the case of college and universities, 

the situation is more chronic. Finding the 

required level of qualified teachers was 

always a problem for our country. In 

India, the population is more than 1.35 

bn, where 28% of the population is 

below 14 years and annual growth of 

1.1%. The solution lies in changing the 

way of education. According to many 

education experts, the Indian education 

system needs to be revolutionised. This 

invention can make the education more 

accessible and inclusive. Bringing 

Artificial intelligence in Indian 

classrooms can be a solution for the 

Indian education system. The AI system 

not only ensures the grasping ability of 

students but also works on their 

individual strength and weaknesses. 

Teachers have multiple task and 

responsibilities ranging from evaluation, 

grading, paper setting, creating 

assignments, and making reports as well 

as tracking the progress of students. 

With the introduction of artificial 

intelligence, the teachers can now focus 

on the core activities like development 

of curriculum, working on the 

improvement of skills of an individual 

student with improved teaching quality. 

AI system helps the teachers with 

enough time in developing life skills of 

every student while saving a lot of time 

from regular administrative activities.  

India has always encouraged the policy 

of education for all. Through artificial 

intelligence, education will become 

more accessible and inclusive at the 

same time. A lot of educating programs 

and courses has been developed across 

the globe, working on the need and 

requirement. Various online tutoring 

apps and programs are developed 

globally like Thinkster lab, Brainly the 

social media platform or teachers’ 

helpful netex learning.  

Thus artificial intelligence can be a 

simple and effective stroke towards the 

problem of accessible and effective 

education in India without 

compromising on the quality of 

education and individual attention. 
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hallenges to Artificial Intelligence: 

1. Substantial freedom of 

students may lead to inefficiency: 

Learning through AI will give too much 

independence to students as teachers 

will not be able to give individual 

attention. As a result, this may affect 

students, who are less self-disciplined or 

doesn’t have much educational support 

at home.   

2.Installing of AI may kill 

employment of staff: AI can do many 

routine tasks of a teacher like taking 

attendance, teaching students, grading 

them according to their performance. 

Now, if these tasks can be done through 

machines then schools might start 

removing their staff. 

 3.  Installation of AI is very 

expensive; every school can’t afford 

the system: To install AI, highly 

mechanized system of the education, 

schools required a very huge 

Investment, which is not possible for 

each school. More than the cost of the 

software, schools also have to bear 

training cost, service cost and many 

other miscellaneous expenses. This will 

also widen the rich-poor gap. 

4. AI is not omniscience: Omniscience 

is a state of knowing everything and AI 

is designed by a human, therefore, the 

system of AI will contain only that 

information, which is planned by a 

human. They cannot work outside the 

algorithm or formula coded inside its 

circuit. Nothing can beat human when it 

comes to creativity. These machines 

can’t think outside the box whereas 

thousands of ideas come into the 

human mind. 

5.  AI can’t understand emotions: A 

machine can never understand the 

emotion of a human. Every human has 

different emotions for different 

situations and a machine can’t be 

designed in such a manner that it can 

understand the emotion of a human 

being. Therefore, we can say machines 

cannot evolve bond with humans. 

 

onclusion 

From the analysis, we can conclude 

that the implementation of AI in 

schools will take technology to the 

next level. Artificial Intelligence will 

change the whole system of 

education as it will take over the 

traditional method of teaching. It 

reflects that AI requires some more 

research as this is the beginning of 

AI, there’s a lot more to come on it, 

who knows what AI can bring to us 

in future, maybe we’ll see a whole 

community of robots in our society. 

Introduction of AI has provided a 

platform to many start-ups in the 

world and huge investment is coming in 

AI start-ups. Dataminr, which is a US-

based AI startup, was the most funded 

company of 2018, it has received a huge 

amount of $392 MN. On the other side, 

this technology will make us lazy and 

physically weak and whatever will 

happen in this developing world no 

machine, no software, no technology can 

replace the effectiveness and efficiency 

delivered by a human being. 

 

  

C 
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perating profit margins of leading School groups: 

For the last couple of years, 

the average operating profit 

margins of leading school 

groups in India have been in the range 

of 23.0-27.0% as depicted in the chart 

below. The numbers, as sourced from 

different authorities, the ministry of 

corporate affairs etc., have been further 

adjusted for non-recurring and one-time 

income/expenses, to present the right 

set of numbers. In spite of continuous 

increasing staff cost, rentals, marketing 

and distribution costs, schools have 

been able to maintain the margins, 

primarily because of incremental 

revenue from new students counts and 

partly due to:  

 Upcoming technologies, which 

helped schools to cut down their 

various operational overheads 

 Higher disposable income and 

willingness of parents, to pay more 

for better child’s education 

 Focus on ancillary revenue - Schools 

have now started selling products 

like books, stationery, uniforms   

play kits, sports equipment etc., 

which has enabled them to diversify 

their sources of revenue. 

 

Average operating profit margins as a % of revenue - FY14 to FY17 

 

Source: Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA), Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 

Note: The values mentioned above are collected based on sample of top 20+ school groups from all over India 
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Ancillary revenue of leading School 

groups: Like other business sectors, K-

12 segment schools are also increasingly 

focussing on diversifying their revenue 

streams and focussing on ancillary 

revenue. Owing to increased 

competition, continuous government 

intervention i.e. fee hikes, increasing 

operating costs, the margins of the 

schools are under huge pressure. 

Therefore, many leading schools have 

started focusing more on ancillary 

revenue streams and as per Eldrok 

Research unit, the average ancillary 

revenue of those schools as a 

percentage of total revenue have risen 

in the range of 16% - 20%, as depicted 

in the chart below. Though, currently, 

only a small chunk of schools focusses 

on ancillary revenues, however, it is 

estimated that in coming years, more 

schools are going to join the model 

of ancillary revenues and peripheral 

services due to rising costs and schools’ 

inability to raise the fee. 

 

Average Ancillary revenue as a % of total revenue – FY14 to FY17 

 

Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 

Selling and marketing expenses of 

leading school groups: As per the 

annual/regulatory filings of leading 

school groups, over the last 4-5 years, 

the average selling and marketing 

expenses as % of revenue of schools 

have been in the range of 6.0% - 7.0%, 

as depicted in the chart below. Although 

the graph depicts that the selling and 

marketing expenses as a % of revenue 

have been range bound or slightly on 

declining trend, but in case of a 

significant number of schools, the 

absolute values represent the opposite 

trend. Notably, we observed that the 

selling & marketing expenses remains 

up to 15.0% - 20.0% in initial few years 

of a new school, but gradually starts 

declining as the brand value and 

visibility of the school increases. 

 

Average selling and marketing expenses as a % of total revenue - FY14 to FY17

 
Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 
Note: The above mentioned values have been collected based on the sample of 30+ school groups from all over India 
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Staff expense pattern of leading 

private unaided schools: According 

to the annual filings of leading school 

groups, the staff expense patterns of 

the schools have been in the range of 

35.0% to 38.0%. The graph below 

depicts the average staff expenses of 

these leading school groups from FY14 

to FY18. The percentage of staff 

expenses as a part of the total expenses 

has been increasing due to the fact that 

these schools have recruited more 

teachers to improve their Student-

Teacher ratio. Though most of these 

school groups have been spending in 

the appropriate range, there are some 

school groups which spend 40.0% - 

50.0% of their expenses towards the 

staff expenses, which is way above the 

industry average. 

 

Average staff expenses as a % of total expense - FY14 to FY18 

  

Source: MCA, Annual Reports, Eldrok Research and Eldrok Estimates 
Note: FY18(E) - Estimated, the values mentioned above are collected based on sample of top 20+ school groups from all over India 
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International News  

BabySparks Raises $2 Million to Support Early Learning Platform: 
BabySparks, an Infant development platform 

has raised $2 million in a seed funding round 

led by Miami-based venture capital firm 

Ocean Azul Partners. BabySparks provides a 

platform for parents in the early 

development of their children. It identifies 

the specific needs of a child and provides the 

program to parents accordingly, to support 

their child through meaningful play. 

BabySparks provides video-based activities to 

children and collects information, through 

these activities done with the help of 

adaptive technology. Further, with this 

collected information BabySparks highlights 

specific areas where a child needs more 

focus and design programs for children 

accordingly. BabySparks offers more than 

1,300 video-based activities and claims to 

have more than 3.5 million downloads across 

180 countries. It aims to promote direct 

quality interaction between children and 

their parents, which helps parents to 

understand the development need of their 

children. 

 

 Edtech platform Brainly raised $30M led by Naspers:

Poland-based Brainly, which is a peer-to-peer 

learning community for students, parents 

and teachers raised $30 million in a funding 

round led by Naspers with other participants 

like Runa Capital and Manta Ray. Brainly 

provides a platform where middle and high 

school students can ask each other for 

homework help and now reaches out to 

students, teachers and parents across 35 

countries in solving their academic problems 

and exchanging knowledge and it has 

recently crossed 150 million monthly users. 

The company has received total funding of 

$68.5 million so far. It plans to use this 

funding to expand its user base in India and 

to enhance its service quality to help 

students and parents across the countries.  

Their goal is to extend that access to 

academic help to every student in the world, 

including India, giving them the resources 

and the tools to succeed while inspiring 

collaborative learning.  

“We also plan to utilise these funds to 

expand our offerings for the Indian 

community of students, parents, and 

teachers, by providing a platform to discuss 

and study in other local languages like 

Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Telugu, and 

Punjabi, to name a few.” said Brainly CEO 

and Co-Founder, Michał Borkowski. 

 

MEL Science Raised $6 Million to Bring STEM to Life with Kits and VR: 
England based EdTech startup MEL Sciences 

has raised $6M in a funding round led by 

TMT Investments. The company has raised 

$12M to date. The company’s name MEL 

stands for “more efficient learning” and it 

provides a mixed set of the physical 

chemistry lab and virtual reality programs 

through a subscription-based plan. There are 

36 labs kits in total and every month MEL 

sends one of the total kits to its subscribers 

which covers topics from crystals to 

corrosion. For the first-month lab kit is free 

of cost with a VR headset till now and from 

next month company charges $34.90 a 

month for each kit. The company has its 

products for children 9 to 13 years old. MEL 

lessons include the properties of atoms, 

ionization and fusion. Through the VR 

headsets, students can experience the world 

at the microscopic level. MEL has 28 VR 

lessons and each goes up to seven minutes. 

Till now these lessons cover chemistry but 

the company is planning to create content on 

physics and biology also. MEL aims to explain 

science concepts at the microscopic level as 

it would easy for children to understand the 

concepts as small as an atom. Also, it will 

create interest among the students for 

science. 

 

CourseKey Raises $5 Million to Digitize the College Classroom:

San Diego-based startup CourseKey, which is 

an attendance and assessment tools provider 

for higher-ed institutions, has raised $5 

million from venture capitalists in Series A 

round. CourseKey provides GPS enabled tools 

to track students’ attendance in order to help 

faculty members by ensuring that the 

students are near the classrooms or not, 

using GPS and Wi-Fi recognition. Now, it has 

expanded its services by delivering chat 

channels for students to communicate with 

one another in the classrooms, polls and 

quizzes tools, digital books etc. All the data 

saved in these tools is shared with college 

officials through a dashboard so that they 

can check which student is engaged or not. 

“If we can offer the institutions real-time 

data, then they can see who is dropping off 

and intervene before it’s too late,” said 

Sophinos- Founder & CEO, CourseKey. 

Currently, the company has more than 

100,000 paid users and the platform is being 

used in more than 80 U.S. institutions so far. 

With this raised funding, the startup plans to 

expand its resources and services. 
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US EdTech sector funding touches almost $1 billion in first half of 2019: 

 

U.S. EdTech sector breaks record after 

securing approximately $1 billion in funding 

in the first half of 2019, which includes 65 

deals. While in the first half of 2018, U.S. 

EdTech sector received nearly $750 million 

which included 62 deals. Out of the total 

funding, Coursera raised $103 million in a 

series E round of funding. Andela, an EdTech 

company that trains programmers also raised 

$100 million in a series D round of funding. 

The above two deals count up 21 percent of 

the total venture funding in U.S. Another top 

EdTech company, Examity, which provides 

exam proctoring tools, also raised $90 million 

in a funding round. This huge investment in 

U.S. education market shows the potential 

and importance of education. These funds 

would increase the level of competition in 

the market and will also boost up the 

courage of entrepreneurship. 

 

 

Facebook course partner, Pathstream raised $12 million in Series A Funding: 
Pathstrea

m, a San 

Francisco 

based 

EdTech 

company 

has raised 

$12 

million in 

a Series A 

funding round. This investment of $12 million 

takes the total funding of the company to 

$13 million. This funding round was led by 

TDM Partners, Hereditas Capital 

Management, Bisk Ventures, etc. Pathstream 

was founded by Eleanor Cooper in 2018. It is 

a platform to help students learn high 

demand tech skills. This platform helps 

students with project-based instructions, 

realistic workplace and on-demand coaching. 

“On a superficial level, they earn a certificate 

from a software company. But more than 

that, we offer them a connection to our 

employer community,” says Ms. Cooper, 

founder, Pathstream. Pathstream is an ed-

tech company that was launched by 

Entangled Group. Pathstream would use the 

raised fund to improve the platform and 

develop more partnerships with colleges. 

 

 

 

Russian EdTech start-up “MAXIMUM” raises $6.8 million: 

A Russia based EdTech start-up MAXIMUM 

raised $6.8 million in a Series B funding 

round. MAXIMUM offers blended and 

innovative educational programs through 

app and web services. MAXIMUM is available 

in more than 30 cities of Russia, Belarus and 

Kazakhstan. The company helps students to 

prepare for exams such as Russia’s Unified 

State Exam and OGE (Basic State 

Examination) and it also provides digital 

skills, guidance and helps to learn English. 

The start-up was launched in 2013 and till 

now, its 800 educators have trained more 

than 130,000 students.  

“Our strategic goal is to provide millions of 

students in Russia with the opportunity to 

overcome educational barriers: take exams 

at high scores, improve school performance, 

develop digital and communication skills, 

master the English language and build a 

professional trajectory,” said, Mikhail 

Myagkov, CEO and founder, MAXIMUM.  

The start-up would use the raised funds to 

expand their growth and improve their 

online platform, which would help to result 

in better learning and outcomes. 

 

Unimy aims to transform MBA applications: 
Unimy, an MBA (Masters of Business 

Administrative) course selection platform will 

transform the MBA applications. Unimy 

provides more than 1000 short term and long 

term courses at 853 accredited business 

schools. The platform created for the MBA 

application is AI-enabled. It will provide a 

unique tool like Cultural Fit Test that will 

provide a perfect MBA for the applicants.” 

Just like, when applying for a new job, it is 

crucial to get a sense of the culture of your 

chosen school and whether you belong 

there,” the company said. The cultural fit test 

will help to identify the expectations of the 

student about the culture being practiced 

and with the help of AI-powered mechanism, 

it will find the top 10 schools where a 

candidate will fit. The company further plans 

to improve the mechanism and experiment 

with new areas where the product will 

perform at its best.   
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Minerva Project raised $57m in Series C funding: 
Minerva Project, a San Francisco based 

EdTech firm raised $57 million in a Series C 

funding round. The funding round was led by 

the Chinese tech giant, TikTok with other 

participants including TAL Education Group 

and Yongjik Group. “Minerva’s model for 

higher education is attracting interest from 

leading institutions and organizations who 

want to use the intellectual property we have 

developed,” said, Ben Nelson, founder, 

chairman and CEO, Minerva Project.  

Minerva Project is a for-profit organization 

that provides infrastructure, technology 

solutions and educational services to 

Minerva Schools. Minerva Schools is a 

university program in San Francisco that 

provides a four-year undergraduate program 

and masters in science graduate program. 

Along with the funding, the company has also 

announced the welcome of two new 

members’ founder and CEO of Bytedance, 

Zhang Yiming and founder and CEO of Teach 

for All and founder of Teach for America, 

Wendy Kopp as their core member. This 

funding of $57 million takes the total funding 

of the firm to $128 million. The company 

would use the raised funds to enhance the 

learning experiences through collaboration 

with universities and corporations. 

 

 

Pearson signals major shift from Print by making all textbook updates ‘Digital First’: 

Pearson, a UK based publishing firm has 

announced its shift from printing text books 

which were the main driving income source. 

Now, Pearson will adopt a “digital first” 

approach to update the content, which 

means that from now onwards, all the 

changes in every edition of the text books 

will happen first in the digital version. This 

shift from the production will go into effect 

from next year.  

“We will have a substantial number of titles 

that we will apply this new model to, our 

product development will now be digital first, 

not print-led” says, John Fallon, CEO, 

Pearson. Each new printed edition of the 

book will come with a higher sticker price. 

According to the U.S. Public Interest 

Research Group, each new edition of the 

book costs 12% more from the previous 

edition. Today, a college student spends 

more than $1200 over books and stationery 

during the year. Pearson’s average price for a 

book for a semester is $40. This will increase 

the competition among the digital media and 

will affect the hard copy market, as the 

cheaper version will be available online. 

 

SAM Labs raised $8.9m in a funding round: 
London based EdTech start-up, “Sam Labs” 

has raised $8.9 million in a Series A2 funding 

round. Sam Labs is an EdTech company that 

has an app-based learning platform. The app 

provides construction kits to learn STEM. 

“This latest investment will allow us to bring 

our STEAM and coding experiences to even 

more schools and teachers and students in 

the US, which is our largest market, as well as 

across the globe,” said, SAM Labs CEO and 

founder, Joachim Horn. Sam Labs assists 

teachers and educators to deliver effective 

STEAM (Science, technology, engineering, 

arts and math) and problem-solving 

experiences to their students. This funding of 

$8.9 million takes the total funding of the 

“Sam Labs” to $19.8 million. The integrated 

program of the company increases student 

engagement, increases teacher’s confidence 

and decreases the workload on the teacher. 

The company would use the raised funds to 

innovate their program and expand into 

other parts of the world. 

Absorb Learning Acquires Another Learning Management System to Expand Global Footprint: 

Absorb Software, a learning management 

systems provider that is used by non-profit, 

corporate and education institutions have 

acquired eLogic Learning that offers a similar 

type of learning management tool for an 

undisclosed amount. eLogic Learning 

supports more than 5 million users around 

the world per month. With this deal, Absorb 

Learning claims to serve more than 1000 

active users. “Our acquisition of eLogic 

Learning will give Absorb another major leap 

forward in our growth ambitions and 

positions us to use the expanding eLogic 

global client base to drive Absorb leadership 

in the international LMS market, as well as 

enhance our company’s ability to serve 

customers across multiple industries,” said 

Mike Owens, founder and CEO of Absorb. As 

the corporate learning market is exploding 

these days, so it would be a great 

opportunity for both the companies.  
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2U announces its first online undergrad degree:

2U, an education technology provider has 

entered into the online undergraduate 

degree market in a partnership with the 

London School of Economics and Political 

Science. Together, both the institutions will 

develop an online course in bachelor of 

science in Data Science and Business 

Analytics. Faculty from LSE's departments of 

statistics, mathematics, economics and 

management will be developing the 

curriculum for this degree program. This is a 

36-months degree program which will focus 

on statistics, mathematics and computing 

skills. 2U's online platform will be used to 

deliver the program through a combination 

of asynchronous and live classes. "The BSc in 

data science and business analytics is highly 

relevant for today's employers across all 

sectors, who now require their staff to 

routinely deal with data and analysis. This 

degree program equips them to meet these 

demands and ensures they are work-ready," 

said Craig O'Callaghan, director of operations 

and deputy chief executive, University of 

London Worldwide. 

SmartcareOS boosts childcare centre tools with acquisition of preschool2me:  
A Las Vegas based childcare software 

provider, SmartcareOS has acquired 

Preschool2me. Preschool2me is a is a tool 

that helps childcare centres to update their 

reports to the parents. The acquisition 

amount of this deal hasn’t been disclosed 

yet. The acquisition of Preschool2me will 

help SmartcareOS to add more features into 

their existing platform. This will add features 

like attendance, billing and parent 

communication. SmartcareOS was founded 

in 2014 and by now it is associated with more 

than 2,000 child care centres. Preschool2me 

allows childcare centres to update pictures, 

attendance record and lesson plan to their 

respective parents. In this era, where every 

individual is too busy in their life, early 

learning/childcare sector would see huge 

investment from public and private sector 

because of the potential of this segment. 

 

Trump directs education department to cancel student loan debt of disabled veterans:
U.S President, Donald Trump has announced 

that he will wipe out student load debt for 

disabled veterans. This initiative will be 

implemented in all 50 states of U.S. At 

American Veterans National Convention in 

Louisville, Kentucky, Donald Trump signed a 

presidential memorandum to completely 

clear off the student debt for disabled 

veteran permanently under the federal law. 

And, there will be no federal income tax on 

the cleared off debts.  

"I'm taking executive action to ensure that 

our wounded warriors are not saddled with 

mountains of student debt, directing the 

Department of Education to eliminate every 

penny of federal student loan debt owed by 

American veterans who are completely and 

permanently disabled,” said, Mr. Trump.  

This initiative of Mr. Trump would clear off 

an average debt of $30,000 of the disabled 

veterans. 

 

New grant program looks to executive function to unlock students’ potential in math:
EF+Math, a five year grant program has been 

announced by NewSchools Venture Fund. 

NewSchools venture fund is a non-profit 

venture philanthropy that raise contributions 

from donors and provide them to 

entrepreneurs who are reimagining learning. 

This will focus to improve student’s 

attention, memory and thought 

management, which would help them to 

improve their outcomes in mathematics. This 

program is especially designed for the 

students of 3rd - 8th grade. It will have four 

tracks of work, design, prototyping, research 

and evaluation. According to NewSchools 

officials, educators would help the company 

to design the program and provide feedback 

and guidance to keep students and teachers 

focused. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

and the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, issued an 

information in 2018 and EF+Math was 

inspired by this issued information. 
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Billabong High International School, Andheri - Mumbai 

Finding Your North Star 
ntroduction 

We are an avant-garde institution 

with a curriculum tailored towards 

education and not just literacy. At 

BHIS Andheri, we believe that the 

knowledge gained in school is not the sole 

goal of education. The primary purpose of 

education is to enable students to gain an 

understanding along with strong moral 

values. Our children are nurtured to be good 

people who understand social responsibility 

and become citizens of a progressive society. 

Our school has an open-door policy. To us, 

your child is not just another student. We see 

potential. We see heart. We see tomorrow. 

Of course, the innate nature of each child 

shines through; we only help polish the 

diamond. We don’t merely teach; we 

educate to be mindful. We don’t instruct; we 

show how it can be done. We don’t talk 

textbook; we share experiences. In short, we 

are the village that will help raise your 

children and guide them to find their north 

star. 

 
Campus Facilities:  
Facilities at Billabong High International School, Andheri: 

 A well designed 1.5 acres’ campus with 500 seating capacity auditorium, 25 smart classrooms, 4 labs and 2 playgrounds.  

 Well-equipped Art Hub, Music Room, Dance Room, Library, Wellness Bay, Cafeteria and Indoor Play Arena.  

 CAIE curriculum supported by STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math) SPA (Sports and Performing Arts), UOI (Unit of 

Inquiry), VARK (visual, audio, reading and kinesthetics) and DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) 

 Dedicated Online Parent Portal 

 24x7 Security and CCTV surveillance. Live GPS Bus Tracking. 

 1:20 Teacher-Student Ratio 

 After-school support, in-class remedial and group inclusion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

VISION: 

To ignite human greatness in growing children and pre-adults by fostering a love of learning, a talent 

for thinking and respect for hard work. 
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Principal’s Message   

A teacher is in the business of creating other 

professions. Imagine teaching a class that 

could have a prospective chef, pilot, teacher, 

doctor, actor, author, engineer, blogger and 

the president. Teaching young minds is a 

huge responsibility, and ergo, education is 

the only way to change the world. And we 

endorse that at BHIS Andheri. Presently, we 

are poised to introduce transformative and 

innovative approaches in our curriculum. We 

understand that adapting to the changing 

digital times is a need of the hour. At the 

same time, we do believe that our Indian 

roots are deep enough to sustain the change 

and nurture our future generations. Our aim 

in the next two years, as an upcoming school, 

will be to strike a balance between the new 

age ideas within the curriculum framework. 

We aim to be the first choice of parents 

looking for a holistic education for their 

ward in the vicinity, and beyond. Our 

school is still in its nascent stages but 

has been the recipient of multiple 

prestigious awards in merely the 

second year of its operation. Our goal 

to provide each student with a 

conducive environment to learn and 

grow has resulted in an unusual school 

calendar with activities and events that 

have garnered much appreciation. We 

must harness today to be ready for a 

new tomorrow because, after all, we 

are a sum of our experiences. And at 

BHIS Andheri we promise you a journey 

that will be more than worthwhile.   

 

  

Padma Negi 

Principal, Billabong High International 
School, Andheri 
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Sports & Extracurricular activities in school: 

Sports is an essential element at BHIS Andheri as it helps the students’ physical development and mental strength. Our proficient and 
professional trainers and coaches in both indoor and outdoor activities conduct weekly sports activities. Students who excel at these sports are 

encouraged and nurtured to achieve positions in teams at inter-school, district and national levels. And our students have made us proud.  

Sports:

 Taekwondo 

 Fencing 

 Football 

 Basketball 

 Capoeira 

 Gymnastics 

 Athletics 

 Kabbadi 

 Fitness 

 Yoga 

 Chess 

 Table Tennis 

 Carrom 

 Table Soccer 

Extracurricular:  
 Dance 

 Music 

 Drama                                           

What do we do differently? 

ALLiterate – Our flagship interschool Arts, 
Language and Literature festival for children 
made its debut to a warm welcome. Names 
of repute took Workshops, Competitions and 
Activities, much to the delight of our young 
patrons. We are poised for Season 2 this 
year. 

Jalsa – A fun night of live music, dance and 
entertainment celebrating Navratri was one 
of our signature events this past year. 

Frozen – Our first-ever adaptation of Disney’s 
famous musical saw our students bring to life 
the story of the snow queen and her sister as 
our annual day presentation. The thunderous 
applause and the standing ovation are a sight 
we won’t forget anytime soon. 

World Fest – Our Jr and Sr Kg students put 
up a marvellous World Fest where world 
food, music, dance and culture came alive. 
Our favourite Disney characters travelled 
across the globe in search of cultural 
adventures and took our parents along with 
them on the magical ride. 

Camp plop - Our Primary kids spent their first 
night away from their parents at the school. 
The overnight camp had stories, games, 
snacks and a bonfire. 

Live barnyard – The tiny tots were 
introduced to farm animals with a live 
barnyard. They learned to milk a cow and 
feed the chickens, but they loved the bullock 
cart ride the most. 

Tech fest - Our students displayed working 
models of simple and complex machines to 
domestic and industrial automation. A one of 
its kind event that showcased the simplified 
mechanisation of everyday life. It was an 
extension of the STEAM programme offered 
at BHIS Andheri. 

Exchange program online class for KKIS – In 
a revolutionary attempt, our Sr. Kg students 
had a collaborative session with Billabong 
High International School in the Maldives. 
They happily answered questions about their 
life in India and asked queries on the 
Maldives. And this is what we must aim for, a 
world without boundaries that belongs to 
our children. 

Visit to the ancient civilisation and Gir – Our 
Diwali vacation was four nights and five days 
to Sasangir National Park and ISRO Space 
Centre. Seeing the wild animals in their 
natural habitat, visiting Lothal, a prominent 
city of the Indus Valley civilisation and having 
lunch at Punsari, the best performing 
panchayat in India, were an integral part of 
an adventurous holiday. 

Republic Day Celebrations - We decided to 
honour our everyday heroes, so all our 
grades visited our traffic police and local 
police stations to say their thank- yous to the 
men and women who work tirelessly to keep 
our city safe. 

Eid ul Azha - We crafted a novel way of 
celebrating Bakri Eid by asking our students 
to voluntarily sacrifice their prized 
possessions for a TOYS & BOOKS DONATION 
DRIVE in aid of Angel Xpress Foundation. The 
drive was operational during school hours 
from August 20th to August 24th, 2018 and 
saw us collecting enough for two of their 
centres
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Vision: 

To create confidence & leadership in the students by providing them best education. 

Mission: 

Is to nurture and groom our children into Indian Pride and equip them to conquer the global arena. 

Students Mission: 

To mentor each child to be an achiever in life 

Institution Profile 

The Cambria International School, Kalyan-Mumbai 

ntroduction 

Kaylan’s First School with an 

International Board The Cambridge 

International School now known as 

The Cambria International School is 

one amongst the 400 International schools in 

India. We are the only school in Kalyan that is 

registered to the IGCSE board (registration 

no- IN852). It has the world wide credibility 

and status as IGCSE is one of the most 

recognised qualifications in the world. Our 

school is distinguished by its unique 

approach and values towards learning and its 

commitment to provide quality education. 

Our school's international curriculum allows 

children to continuously engage in learning 

experience that enriches and nourishes their 

young minds, we are distinguished not just 

by our educational facilities but also by our 

extra-curricular activities, student 

development & parenting programs, and 

most importantly promoting practical 

knowledge rather than mere theory. We 

measure our performance by our student 

excellence in academics and co-curricular 

activities, in addition to developing an 

enduring interest in sport. 

 

 

. 

. 

Campus Facilities:  
• Small Class with AV 

facility 
• CCTV 

• Music and Dance Studio 
• Weekend club 
• Sick Bay 
• Well-furnished Library 
• Transport with GPS 

• Multi utility Space 
• Play area 
• Three separate Science 

Labs. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I 
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Director’s Message 
 

"Most of today's school kids will end 

up doing jobs that we haven't even 

heard about"...And Cambridge 

International curriculum prepares 

students for the 21st Century 

survival. We opted for the 

Cambridge curriculum for the pure 

reason that it is a child friendly and 

holistic curriculum. Broad, balanced 

and cohesive curriculum is the need 

of the hour is what we feel. 

Parents today want their children to 

experience global platform from the school 

age they want their children to be 21st 

Century ready and Cambridge curriculum 

convincingly provides opportunity to learn on 

a global platform. It completely gives an 

exposure to hone the skills of the learners 

from their primary years itself. 

Mr. Bipin Pote 

Director -The Cambria International School 

  

 
 

Our Philosophy:    

Research in education has provided us with a 

wide range of theories and numerous schools 

of thought. Every single one of these 

contributes richly to all overall development 

of school practices, with this in mind, we 

choose to use an electric approach and pick 

up the best from western and eastern 

philosophies. Our core philosophy has the 

following underpinnings. 

 No learning can ever become 

permanent unless it is experienced. 

 Learning doesn’t happen only on the 

confines of the classroom. 

 Every individual can learn… different 

things at different times 

 Learning is not just growth in 

knowledge, It is the visible change in 

attitudes, behaviour and skills as a result 

of all the  experiences with planned or 

unplanned.

  

Principal’s Message: 
Today's school kids not only need to be 

education ready but ready for life in the real 

sense. We at The Cambria International 

School work with a holistic and cohesive 

approach towards making learning fun and 

interactive. We keep doing activities like 

virtual field trips, interactive Skype sessions 

with global schools and in-house confidence 

building academic, co-curricular and 

extracurricular activities to facilitate and help 

our learners to achieve success. 

  

 
 
Sports & Extra circular 
activities in school:  

• Speech and Drama  
• Cultural events  
• Karate  
• Swimming  
• National /International 

Olympiad  
• Gymnastic  
• Field trip  
• Virtual Fieldtrip  
• International Students 
• Exchange Program  

International /National Trips   

Ms. Heena S. 

Principal, The Cambria International School 
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 Special Coverage- Experiential Learning 

rigin 
The value of experience is since 

the early 4th century B.C., the 

experience is the key behind the 

human development. Since then "They are 

using the language of knowledge is no proof 

that they possess it." (Aristotle). By this 

statement, Aristotle, a Greek philosopher is 

signifying that knowledge is nothing until the 

person has the ability to apply and practice it. 

The notion of learning by doing i.e. 

experiential learning has a very long history. 

Earlier, experiential learning was practised 

under the name of outdoor learning and 

learning by adventure to explore and 

learn from the real life experiences. 

The experiential learning was not 

framed till the 1970’s and later in 

1977 came in the field of learning by 

the Association for Experiential 

Education (AEE). Most recently, the 

experiential learning was stated and 

framed by David Kolb, defining 

education to be a multidimensional 

process of learning ranging from 

concrete experience, observations to 

formation of abstract concepts and 

testing implications.  

 

verview  
Experiential learning is the 

process of learning through 

direct experience by the 

individual itself. Experiential learning is also 

known as learning by doing. In this type of 

learning the individual learns more because 

of his experience in the particular field. The 

individual takes all the crucial decisions by 

his/her own self. The experience which the 

individual usually gets is the key reason 

behind his learning. Experiential learning is 

psychological processes by making the brain 

learn by experiencing it. The theory of 

experiential learning was proposed by the 

psychologist David Kolb.  According to Kolb, 

this leaning can be defined as the knowledge 

which is created through the transformation 

of experience. Knowledge or learning which 

we retain is the product of grasping and 

transforming the experience.  

 

xperiential Model Theory-  
In the experiential learning model 

Kolb described two ways of grasping 

experience-  

Experiencing the activity 

(Doing/Having an experience)- The First Step 

in the process of experiential learning is the 

concrete experience; it’s where we try out 

new things, the experiences here mean the 

experiences, which are usually occurring in 

our day to day lifestyle and can be 

professional or personal or any educational 

experience. The experiences that we learn 

can be from anything whether our success or 

our failures. It depends on the individual how 

he/she accommodates the experienced 

results. 

Reflexive Observations: 

(Reviewing/Reflecting on this experience): 

The next stage in the process of experiential 

learning is the stage of self-analysis of what 

we did? What can be improved? This step 

also provides a chance how it can be done 

differently and in multiple ways. This stage is 

all about analysis and drawing results on 

what went wrong and how it can be 

managed. 

Abstract conceptualisation: 

 (Concluding/Learning from the experience, 

synthesizing new knowledge and 

perspectives) - This is brain storming stage of 

the whole process. We usually decide what 

we are going to do differently for the next 

time
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At this stage plans are made to assure a 

successful attempt next time. For an 

instance, if a student faces difficulty in 

learning spellings during the classes then 

he/she can try learning through different 

approaches of learning like breaking big 

words into small words. Such small-small 

changes may bring a huge change in his/her 

spellings mistakes. 

Active experimentation: 

(Planning/Trying out what you have learned 

in future scenarios) - The active 

experimentation is the stage of learning at 

which we put our real action plan in process 

which is learned from our past experiences 

and an updated version to our actions of past 

activities. This stage of the learning process 

usually brings us closer to our ultimate goal 

or what we are seeking to master. 

 

 

Experiential learning in India  
Talking about the Indian schools, the schools 

are merely focused about teaching students 

from the text books, moreover making them 

learn just to qualify certain kind of 

examinations which defeats the actual need 

of education. The concept of experiential 

learning is not any new thing to be 

discovered by teachers of our country but a 

usual phenomenon. Anciently, it was 

followed in the form of Gurukuls which were 

the only way of learning and imparting the 

real life learning. Learning from our past 

experience i.e. experiential learning is again 

gaining momentum in the schools of India. 

The current academic curriculum followed in 

Indian schools lays more emphasis on gaining 

knowledge rather than learning by applying it 

in real life situations. The missing area of 

practical application of concept is the key 

concern in the Indian schools. Doing our task 

by our own, is always the more 

comprehensive and stays in our memory for 

longer than learning from lectures and 

classes. The person is not only involved in the 

activity but, the experiential learning also 

minimizes the risk of any loophole in learning 

with verified application of the concept with 

real life problems. The practice methods 

after graduation in various fields prove to 

make people better professional and the 

same is now being followed by various 

famous school chains in India like the 

Presidium, Apeejay School, the heritage 

school chain and many other renowned 

schools of India. 

 

The common trends of experiential learning among the schools are as follows- 

Summer camps and excursion 

Activities- Children love to play outside 

and have common human tendency to explore 

and have fun. Expecting the students to learn 

everything in the classroom is not possible. 

Camping or excursion activities are the 

common ways of making learning fun at the 

same time letting them learn about the world 

around them. The summer camping activity is 

very common in the Indian schools. 
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The Camping or any other kind of excursion 

activities may include military camping, 

trekking or jungle safari. Not only this is a 

more fun way to learn but studies have also 

shown that we learn about 85% of what we 

actually do, 20% of what we hear and only 

10% of what we read. 

Labs and field based learning- Labs 

are another form of experiential learning. 

Labs are the more technical way of learning 

by doing. Labs are made to study the 

technical subjects like physics, chemistry and 

biology in a practical way. Labs are very 

common to schools of Indi as it is way of 

implementing the theoretical knowledge.  

Classroom based Activities- The 

classroom based experiential learning 

activities are getting common day by day in 

the Indian schools, some of the common 

trends are listed below- 

Planting Activity- One of the most common 

school activities and an important 

experiential learning is about learning about 

the life around us, the plants. The children 

are usually told about the importance of 

oxygen, about photosynthesis, about 

planting a new life. The students are usually 

inspired to spread greenery and to save our 

habitat. Planting not only make them aware 

about plants and grow them but also help 

the teachers to impart responsibility towards 

nature and understating its value. 

Snack preparation activity- Cooking is an 

important art to be learnt. Nowadays, the 

schools are making their students to 

experience and love this activity. Cooking 

snacks in the classroom is the most common 

way of imparting the love of cooking in the 

students. By learning cooking, students are 

taught the life skills. 

 

Major Initiatives of Government in Experiential Learning 
In the past few years, the Government of 

India has realised that learning based on 

experience is more effective and it 

contributes more towards the holistic 

development and makes it a life time 

learning experience for the individual. The 

experiential learning is totally a new concept 

from the traditional bookish learning 

methods of education in India. While 

designing the curriculum, the need of relating 

the concept in daily life by the students was 

emphasized, this was a major shortcoming in 

the traditional method of learning. 

The Government of India is well informed 

about the increasing number of students in 

schools from the past decade. The 

Government has been launching a number of 

schemes for improving the education in India 

but the lack of infrastructure, capital, 

investment and time has always been part of 

its unsuccessful attempts towards providing 

quality education to the students. Even after 

so many obstacles the Government of India 

has come up with the following initiatives for 

providing experiential learning in the schools:  

 

 

1. Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL): 
The Atal Tinkering labs were setup by the Niti Aayog in 2016 with 

the key objective of providing conceptual and adaptive thinking. The 

Government’s main objective behind the establishment of Atal 

Tinkering Labs was to “Cultivate one million children in India as 

Neoteric innovators”. Young children here are given a chance to 

work with the tools of STEM (Science Technology Engineering and 

Maths). The ATL labs are helping the students to work under real life 

situations by the use of real tools and circumstances. The ATLs also 

conduct regional and national level competitions and exhibitions at 

periodic intervals.  
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2. Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan(RAA): 
 The Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan 

was setup by the Human 

Resource Department of India 

with an aim to provide the 

students an opportunity to 

connect the school based 

learning outside school. It also 

makes the learning concepts of 

maths and science joyful. RAA 

was started with an objective to encourage 

the child’s inclination towards fostering 

innovation, experimentation inferences in 

Science, Maths and Technology modules. The 

program was launched with an aim to 

provide enquiry based learning to the 

schools.  

 

 

3. The National Curriculum Framework (NCF): 

The National Curriculum Frame-work was 

formed seeing increasing burden of learning 

on the child as well as their parents. To 

correct this, the NCF has proposed guidelines 

that states learning must go on, and keeping 

in view that the knowledge must be 

connected to the life, learning should be 

made interactive and more practical. 

Curriculum should be made enriched 

so it can go beyond examinations and 

books. The efforts were made in the 

classroom faculty’s method of 

teaching, they were motivated to 

pursue imaginative environment 

beyond limited syllabus and to 

perform creative activities. 

. 

 

Experiential Learning in U.S. 
 There is a huge difference in the culture of India and U.S., as well as in the teaching ways, some of the common trends in US are as follows: 

Field Trips:   
The word “Field Trips” always remind us 

about the boring school trips to the museum 

or any uninteresting place. The Field trips are 

very common in the schools of US. 

Educational trips and travelling experience 

provide strong learning experience, which 

are a fun way to get out of the classroom. 

These trips help a lot in reinforcing academic 

concepts and revitalising students’ relation 

with schools. In the world of smartphones 

and internet, the live interaction with the 

real life situations creates a long lasting 

impact. Mainly the field trips are made to get 

in-depth knowledge of the topic to know the 

world by in their own perspective. The Field 

trips are mainly made to the locations like 

factories, farms, museums etc., with the 

objective of experiencing and relating the 

things learnt in the real life scenarios. 

 

Student Exchange Programme:  
The Student Exchange Programs are the 

programmes in which the students from 

senior secondary schools or universities are 

sent for studying aboard in the partnered 

universities or institutions. The student 

exchange programs are mostly sponsored by 

the university or high schools. The student 

exchange programs were developed in a way 

to enable a student to adapt and understand 

the various cultures worldwide; the duration 

usually lasts for 2 to 3 months. The student 

exchange programs in senior secondary 

schools are done with collaborating with the 

families of the students 

going for exchange. The 

student exchange 

programs help in 

developing strong 

adaptive skills as well as 

helps the students in 

getting experience of a 

totally new culture in 

form of diverse 

situations and 

environment.  
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Why Experiential Learning Is the Future of Education? 
Experiential learning is the future of 

Education. We are in the middle of 

transforming the education from the 

classrooms to the online platforms. Such 

transformation is the way of learning is 

becoming popular day by day. The 

stimulation games in the business schools 

and student’s classrooms are also getting 

popular day by day. The key factors stating 

experiential learning the future of education 

are as follows:  

 

Bridges the Gap between Theory 

and Real Practice: 
Experiential learning gives students an actual 

experience by involving them in the real life 

activities, the first hand experiences, which 

help in retaining and developing the skills 

around the task, thereby bridging the gap 

between the theory and practice allow the 

student to develop such level of critical 

thinking, problem solving and decision 

making ability. This is a safe learning 

environment in which the students can learn 

real life situations and can provide their real 

time feedback. 

Personalized Learning: 
Experiential learning is a personalised way of 

learning as every individual has the freedom 

to learn at his/her own pace. Mistakes done 

in this method of learning are just for self-

analysis and self-learning, many studies by 

the neuroscientists have shown that the 

learning done by experiencing have more 

positive and a long lasting impact on the 

mind.   

Better Success Rates: 
The leanings made by self-experiencing the 

activities are not surprising but have an 

exceptional rate of return as experiential 

learning produces real time learning 

experience. They are adaptive and know how 

to accommodate to the usual the problem of 

field.  
 

Experiential learning is being appreciated all 

across the globe. The people with actual 

experience are always valued above the 

theoretical degrees.  
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Eldrok is India’s leading B2B conference and exhibitions company, dedicated for education section, particularly in K-12 
segment. We have one of largest dedicated education community followership in India i.e. 20,000+ followers across our 
leading social media platforms. 
For more information, please contact: +91-12-4475 1840, +91-83750 27737 or  
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